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Act

of
on the amendment of the Gambling Activities Act and Certain Other Acts
) 
)
Article 1. The following amendments are made to the Gambling Activities Act of 19 November 2009 (Journal of Laws of 2016(471):

1)
Article 1 is given the following wording:

“Article 1. 1. The Act defines the terms of organising and the principles of operating gambling games and the rules of taxation on gambling games, hereinafter “games tax”.

2. Gambling games are games of chance, betting, card games, games on gaming machines.

3. The operation of online gambling games is subject to the Act, and this includes the operation of games whose principles correspond to the principles on:

1)
games of chance;

2)
games on gaming machines.”;

2)
in Article 2:

a)
in (1):

–
the introduction to the numbering shall be given the following wording:

“Games of chance are games which offer cash or goods winnings, whose result depends primarily on chance. These are:”,
–
(5) is repealed,

–
point (11) shall be given the following wording:

“11)
audiotext lotteries, which involve payment for:

a)
the telephone connection,

b)
the sending of a text message via a public telecommunications network.”,

b)
(2)(2) shall receive the following wording:

“2)
the occurrence of various events, including virtual events in which the participants pay rates, and the amount of winnings depends on the agreed upon the pay-in-win ratio between the party taking the bet and the party paying the rate – bookmaking.”,

c)
after (5) there is added (5a) which reads as follows:

“5a. Card games are black jack, poker, baccarat, when they are played for cash or goods winnings.”,

d)
(6) and (7) are given the following wording:

“6. The Minister for Public Finances shall determine on request or ex officio, by way of decision, whether:

1)
a game or bet characterised in the manner defined in (1–5a ) is a game of chance, a bet, a card game or a gaming machine game, in the understanding of the Act;

2)
the principles of online games correspond to the principles of games of chance or games on gaming machines.

7. The application requesting the issue of the decision, referred to in (6), shall have added to it a description of a planned or performed undertaking, which shall contain in particular its principles of preparation, the expected prizes, the manner of selecting the winners and, in the case of gaming machine games, a technical inspection carried out on a given gaming machine, performed by the inspection unit authorised to carry out technical inspections on gaming machines and devices, and in the case of online games, an opinion which confirms the principles and correct operations of the software used for the performance of these games. The Minister for Public Finance may demand that the party present such documents even during ex officio proceedings.”,

e)
after (7) there is added (7a) and (7b) which read as follows:

“7a. The decision, referred to in (6), shall not be issued when the nature of the games on a given device was determined following an inspection in accordance with separate provisions by the Head of the Customs Office.

7b. The Minister for Public Finance shall define, by way of regulation, the specimen application requesting the issue of the decision, referred to in (7), bearing in mind the need to guarantee uniformity of applications and the efficient performance of tasks in this respect.”;

3)
Article 3 is given the following wording:

“Article 3. The operation and management of activities covering games of chance, betting, card games and games on gaming machines shall be permitted, provided the appropriate licence or permit is held or the appropriate notification has been submitted.”;

4)
in Article 4:

a)
in (1):
–
in (1) after (b) the semi-colon is replaced by a comma and (c) is added with the following wording:
“c)
gaming machine venue – a venue which is set aside for gaming machines under approved regulations, and the number of installed gaming machines is between 3 and 50;”,
–
after (2) the full stop is replaced by a semi-colon and (3-5) are added which read as follows:

“3)
gaming device – this shall be understood as all devices which permit the operation of gambling games and devices, whose operation impacts the operation of games;

4)
randomising device – this shall be understood as a device for determining the results of cash lottery games, audiotext lotteries, number games, promotional lotteries and raffles;

5)
designated area – this shall be understood as a place which limits access to persons under the age of 18 and guarantees compliance with the provisions on the advertising of gambling games.”,

b)
(2) is repealed;

5)
in Article 5:

a)
(1) is given the following wording:
“1. Business activities covering number games, cash lotteries, telebingo and games on gaming machines outside games casinos shall be subject to the State monopoly.”,

b)
after (1) there is added (1a–1d) which read as follows:

“1a. Operations covering number games and cash lotteries may be conducted in the form of participation in number games and cash lotteries operated at the same time in more than one country (multi-jurisdictional games).

1b. The operation of online gambling games, including games whose rules correspond to the rules of games of chance and games on gaming machines, shall be subject to the State monopoly.

1c. The provision under (1b) shall not apply to betting and promotional lotteries.

1d. The state monopoly on games on gaming machines outside games casinos covers gaming machine venues.”;

6)
Article 6 is given the following wording:

“Article 6. 1. The operation of roulette games, card games, dice games and gaming machines may take place under licence to manage a casino, subject to Article 5(1) and Article 6a(2).

2. The operation of cash bingo games may take place upon receipt of a permit to manage a cash bingo venue.

3. Betting may be offered – in keeping with the granted permit − exclusively at betting points or via the internet once a permit has been received for organising betting.

4. Activities covering the scope of (1–3) are performed in keeping with the conditions and principles defined under the approved regulations and the granted licence or permit, as well as the provisions of the law.

5. The operation of gambling games as defined under (1-3) may be performed exclusively by joint stock companies or limited liability companies with a registered office in the Republic of Poland, subject to Article 7a.”.
6. Company shares, referred to in (5), may be acquired or kept:

1)
by a legal entity or commercial company without legal personality, whose registered office is in a European Union Member State or a Member State of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) – parties to the European Economic Area;

2)
a natural person who is a citizen of a European Union Member State or a Member State of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) – parties to the European Economic Area.

7. The provision under (6) shall not be used for the entities, referred to in Article 7a(1).”;
7)
after Article 6 there is added Article 6a which reads as follows:

“Article 6a 1. Poker games may be organised at games casinos or outside games casinos by entities which operate gambling games on the basis of a granted licence to manage a games casino as follows:

1)
at a games casino, when the poker regulations have already been approved by the Minister for Public Finance and:

a)
the game is managed by a licensed employee and the players are playing against the casino or

b)
in the form of a poker tournament in which participants play against one another and the number of participants in the tournament is at least 10 and the Director of the Customs Chamber corresponding to the site where the poker tournament is being played has been notified of the organisation of the tournament;

2)
outside games casinos in the form of a poker tournament, when:

a)
the participants in the poker tournament play against one another and the number of participants in the tournament is at least 10;
b)
the Director of the Customs Chamber corresponding to the site where the poker tournament is being played has been notified of the poker tournament;
c)
the regulations of the poker tournament have been previously approved by the Minister for Public Finance;
d)
the entity organising the poker tournament has an obligation to install at the games site the audiovisual system, referred to in Article 15b(1).

2. Poker games may be organised in the form of tournaments outside games casinos by an entity which does not hold a licence for the operation of games casinos provided that:

1)
the winnings are in the form of goods winnings and the value of the goods winnings does not exceed 50 % of the base amount, referred to in Article 70;

2)
the Director of the Customs Chamber corresponding to the site where the poker tournament is being played has been notified of the organisation of the tournament;

3)
the regulations of the poker tournament outside the games casino have been approved by the Minister for Public Finance;

4)
the game is taking place in a designated area which may only be accessed by persons of full legal age invited by the organiser.

3. The application, referred to in (2)(2), shall contain:

1)
the name, surname, place of address of the notifying person or the name and address of the registered address of the notifying entity;

2)
the name of the poker tournament;

3)
a description of the time and site of the planned poker tournament;

4)
the expected number of participants:

5)
an indication of the measures taken in order to prevent access by underage participants.

4. Poker offered in the form of a poker tournament outside a games casino, referred to in (2), may be organised by a natural person, a legal person or an organisational unit without legal personality.

5. The organisers of poker tournaments outside games casinos, referred to in (2), who are natural persons, members of the authorities of legal entities or organisational units without legal personality cannot be sentenced by final decision of a court of law for intentional tax crime.

6. An entity which operates a poker tournament on the basis of a granted licence for the operation of a games casino shall have an obligation to present to the Director of the Customs Chamber which corresponds to the site where such tournament is being organised and to whom the organisation of such a tournament has been notified, by the 25th day of the month following the month in which the tournament ended, detailed information in writing about the persons who received winnings in the tournament and about the settlement of games tax.”;

8)
in Article 7a(2) after (1) there is added (1a) which reads as follows:

“1a)
holds a power of attorney to conclude civil and legal agreements in the name of and for the entity, referred to in 1;”;

9)
Article 9 is given the following wording:

“Article 9. The condition for operating games covered by the State monopoly is approval of the regulations, including each amendment, by the Minister for Public Finance.”;

10)
Article 11 is given the following wording:

“Article 11. 1. Activities, referred to in Article 6(1-3) and Article 7(2) may be carried out, provided that:

1)
the entity or its shareholders (partners) who hold shares with a value of more than 10 % of the value of the undertaking’s initial capital, or members of the Management Board, Supervisory Board or audit committee or entity proxies being natural persons, legal entities or entities without legal personality, demonstrate no justified reservations in terms of State security, public order, State economic interest security, as well as compliance with the provisions regulating money laundering and the financing of terrorism;

2)
members of the Management Board, Supervisory Board or audit committee hold Polish citizenship or citizenship of a European Union Member State, a Member State of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) – a party to the European Economic Area or the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development; this requirement does not apply to undertakings, referred to in Article 7a(1);
3)
the judicial authorities of a European Union Member State or Member State of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) – a party to the European Economic Area have not filed an action against the entities mentioned in (1) in connection with money laundering and the financing of terrorism;
4)
the entity, referred to in (1), at least 6 years prior to the date of applying for a licence or permit has not had its licence or permit withdrawn for reasons defined under Article 59(1)(2);

5)
the shareholders (partners), referred to in (1), were not shareholders (partners) with shares, whose value exceeded 10 % of the undertaking’s initial capital in an undertaking which, 6 years prior to the date of applying for a licence or permit, had its licence or permit withdrawn for reasons defined under Article 59(1)(2);

6)
members of the Management Board, Supervisory Board, audit committee or proxies, referred to in (1), were not members of the Management Board, Supervisory Board, audit committee or proxies of an undertaking which, 6 years prior to the date of applying for a licence or permit, had its licence or permit withdrawn for reasons defined under Article 59(1)(2).

2. The Minister Public Finance may apply to the General Inspector of Financial Information, the Head of the Internal Security Agency, the Head of the Central Anti-corruption Bureau or the Commander-in-Chief of the Police for information on whether in relation to the entities, referred to in (1)(1), there are justified reservations in terms of State security, public order, State economic interest security, as well as compliance with the provisions regulating money laundering and the financing of terrorism.

3. The authorities, referred to in (2), shall submit the information, referred to in (2), to the Minister for Public Finance within 2 months of the day of receiving the application.”;

11)
Article 12(1) is given the following wording:

“1. Natural persons who are partners (shareholders) of an undertaking conducting the business, referred to in Article 6(1-3), representing at least 10 % of the initial capital, and members of the Management Board, Supervisory Board, audit committee or proxies of such an undertaking should have an impeccable reputation, in particular, they cannot be persons who have been convicted of an intentional crime or an intentional tax crime in a Member State of the European Union.”;
12)
Article 14 is given the following wording:

“Article 14. 1. The operation of roulette games, card games, including poker tournaments, dice games and games on gaming machines shall only be permitted at games casinos in keeping with the principles and terms defined under the approved regulations and granted licence or permit, as well as under the provisions of the Act, subject to (4) and (5).

2. The operation of cash bingo games shall only be permitted at cash bingo venues in keeping with the principles and terms defined under the approved regulations and granted permit, as well as under the provisions of the Act.

3. Betting shall be permitted − in keeping with the granted permit − exclusively at betting points or via the internet in keeping with the principles and terms defined under the approved regulations and the granted permit, as well as under the provisions of the Act.

4. The organisation of poker games is also permitted outside games casinos exclusively in keeping with the terms and conditions defined under Article 6a.

5. The entity, referred to in Article 5(2), shall operate gambling games in keeping with the principles defined under the Act and the approved rules and regulations.”;

13)
in Article 15:

a)
after (1) there is added (1a–1f) which reads as follows:

“1a. Gaming machines may be installed in arcades with gaming machines:

1)
in powiats (local government administration areas) in numbers no greater than those stemming from the ratio of 1 gaming machine for every started 1 000 powiat inhabitants; the maximum, total number of gaming machines in arcades with gaming machines is 60 thousand items;

2)
in locations where, in the last five years, no games have been operated on gaming machines contrary to the provisions of the Act.
1b. The Minister for Public Finance shall define, by way of regulation, the principles of locating gaming arcades with gaming machines in the gmina (administrative district), in particular their minimum distance form educational facilities, religious cult sites and other games centres, taking into account the need to limit the negative socioeconomic effects of gambling.

1c. The condition for organising games on gaming machines in arcades with gaming machines is the approval of the location of the arcade with gaming machines by the Director of the Customs Chamber which corresponds to the planned location of the arcade with gaming machines. The Director of the Customs Chamber shall approve, by way of decision, the location of the arcade for gaming machines.

1d. In order to protect players against the negative effects of gambling, the entity responsible for conducting the State monopoly on gambling games with the use of gambling machines in arcades with gambling machines shall have an obligation to implement the regulations on responsible gaming, which shall cover in particular the following:

1)
the visible display of the following in arcades with gaming machines:

a)
information about the entity offering gambling games and the manner in which the entity may be contacted;
b)
the game regulations;
c)
information that persons under the age of 18 are banned from gaming;
d)
information about the risks connected with gambling;
e)
the names of the institutions which provide help to persons with gambling problems;

2)
checking that a person participating in gaming is 18 years of age or older;

3)
the procedure on the registration of game participants as a condition permitting game initiation and operation, taking into account the lower limit of the rate from which game participant registration starts;

4)
mechanisms which permit game participants to control their activities in arcades with gaming machines;

5)
mechanisms which render it impossible for game participants to play after the game participant’s financial resources have been exhausted;

6)
a guarantee to protect minors when presenting trade information in gaming arcades.

1e. Entities conducting State monopoly activities covering gambling in arcades with gaming machines shall submit a draft regulation on responsible gaming to the Minister for Public Finance for approval.

1f. The entity, referred to in (1e), shall display the approved regulation on responsible gaming in the gaming arcade, no later than the moment that gaming on gaming machines starts.”,

b)
in (3) the words “under (1) and (2)” are replaced by “under 1–2”;

14)
Article 15b(1) is given the following wording:

“1. Entities which operate games at casinos and gaming arcades shall have an obligation to install at casinos and gaming arcades an audiovisual system of controlling games in order to control the course and conduct of the games, including the possibility to verify the correct indication of games results, the settlement of tokens and cash, the issuing of statements on the level of winnings and the management of paid out (issued) winnings and the settlement of doubts connected with the operation of games, as well as the possibility of controlling and verifying persons entering the casino and the gaming arcade with the use of audiovisual signal registration.”;

15)
after Article 15b there is added Article 15ba with the following wording:

“Article 15ba. 1. The entity responsible for conducting the State monopoly on games with the use of gaming machines at arcades with gaming machines shall manage an ICT system for registering and archiving:

1)
data on the paid rates and paid out winnings concerning games with the use of gaming machines at arcades with gaming machines;
2)
the course of games on gaming machines operated at arcades with gaming machines;
3)
the location and correct operations of gaming machines;
4)
data on gaming machines, including information on breakdown and interference with the gaming machine

– hereinafter the “registration system”.

2. Gaming machines are adapted and connected up to the registration system from the day that the entity, referred to in (1), starts operating gaming on gaming machines at gaming arcades.

3. The entity, referred to in (1), shall provide full registration system access to the Minister for Public Finance and the Customs Service body appointed by him, from the day on which the operation of activities begins.

4. The Minister for Public Finance may appoint, by way of regulation, the Customs Service body, to whom the entity acting as the State monopoly in terms of gaming machines operated at arcades with gaming machines makes available the registration system, taking into account the organisational and technical capacity of this body guaranteeing the efficient performance of the task.

5. The Minister for Public Finance shall define, by way of regulation, the specific terms of managing and operating the registration system, taking into account the need to guarantee appropriate control of activities relating to the operation of gaming machine games in arcades with gaming machines.”.
16)
Article 15d is given the following wording:

“Article 15d. 1. In the event of operating online gambling games, the devices used for processing and archiving gambling game and participant data, should be installed and stored in a European Union Member State or a Member State of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) – parties to the European Economic Area.

2. The entity which operates online gambling games may only use that website for operations whose national Top-Level Domain is ascribed to Polish websites.

3. The entity which operates online gambling games must conduct in real time, in a storage device situated in the Republic of Poland or a European Union Member State or a Member State of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) – parties to the European Economic Area, the storing of comprehensive data exchanged between this entity and the games participant, including data which permits the course of the gambling game and its results to be followed, as well as the transactions connected with the game and the data required to identify the games participant.

4. The entity which operates online gambling games shall have an obligation to guarantee the Customs Services access, including remote access, to data, referred to in (3), stored in the storage device and, with this purpose in mind, make available the appropriate tools and software guaranteeing data security.

5. The access, referred to in (4), shall facilitate the reading, copying and processing of copied data.

6. The entity which operates online gambling games shall guarantee the security of archived data and data made available.

7. The data, referred to in (3), shall be stored for a period of 5 years, starting from the end of the calendar year, in which the archiving took place. Following the expiry of this period, the entity which operated the online gambling games shall remove the data.

8. The Minister for Public Finance may define, by way of regulation:

1)
the manner of storing data, including the conditions on storage devices and their software, taking into account a guarantee of the safety, integrity and completeness of the stored and available data and the possibility of obtaining the data, divided into gambling games on various websites and presented under different permits;

2)
the scope of data, which the entity operating online gambling games has an obligation to store, taking into account the need to guarantee correct control and the prevention of fraud and verification that the entity operating gambling games has complied with the provisions on these kinds of operations.”;

17)
Article 15e is given the following wording:

“Article 15e. The entity which operates online gambling games and holds a licence, permit or who has notified organisation of these games shall have an obligation to perform paid transactions in the understanding of the Paid Services Act of 19 August 2011 (Journal of Laws 2014 (873) and (1916) and of 2015 (1764), (1830) and (1893)), stemming from these games exclusively via the agency of paid services operators, referred to in Article 4(2)(1–4), (6) and (9) of this Act.”;

18)
after Article 15e there will be added Articles 15f-15j with the following wording:

“Article 15f. 1. The Minister for Public Finance shall manage the Domain Registry for the Offering of Gambling Games Contrary to the Act, hereinafter the “Registry”.

2. The Register shall be open. Everyone shall have the right to access data contained in the Register.

3. The Register is managed in an ICT system, permitting the automatic transfer of information to the ICT systems of telecommunications undertakings and suppliers of paid services.

4. The following shall be included in the Register:

1)
the name of the domain used for operating gambling games without a licence, permit or notification as required by law, submitted to the recipients of services in the Republic of Poland, in particular when the websites which use these domain names are:

a)
available in Polish,

b)
advertised in the Republic of Poland;

2)
the date and time of an entry, change or deletion.

5. The telecommunications undertaking which renders internet access services shall have an obligation:

1)
to prevent access free-of-charge to websites which operate internet domain names entered in the Register by removing them from the ICT systems of telecommunications undertakings, used for changing internet domain names to IP addresses, no later than within 48 hours after making an entry in the Register;

2)
to redirect connections free-of-charge that cite internet domain names entered in the Register to websites managed by the Minister for Public Finance, containing a message, directed to the recipients of the online access service stating, in particular, information on the location of the Register, entry of the searched for internet domain name in this Register, the list of entities which provide legally-operated gambling games in Poland and information about fiscal penal liability for anyone participating in illegally operated games;

3)
to provide free access to websites which use domain names struck off the Register, no later than within 48 hours of deleting the internet domain name from the Register.

6. Entry, change of entry or deletion of entry from the Register shall be done ex officio after it has been approved by the Minister for Public Finance or the Secretary of State or Undersecretary of State authorised by the Minister at the office rendering services to the Minister for Public Finance.

7. The entity which operates online gambling games, whose domain name is entered in the Register or the telecommunications undertaking, or the entity with legal title to the domain entered in the Register, or the entity which is a supplier of paid services, may appeal to the Minister for Public Finance against the entry placed in the Register, within a period of 2 months from the day of posting this domain name in the Register.

8. The appeal shall contain the following:

1)
basic identification data of the entity making the appeal, in particular:

a)
name and surname, residential address – for natural persons,

b)
name of the entity, address, number corresponding to the appropriate commercial register – for legal entities;

2)
grounds of the appeal, from which it stems that the name of the domain, referred to in (4)(1), must be deleted from the Register.

9. The Minister for Public Finance shall issue a decision to leave the domain name, referred to in (4)(1), in the Register or to delete it from the Register, within 7 days of the day on which the appeal was received.

10. Concerning the decision, referred to in (9), Article 221(1) of the Tax Regulation Act of 29 August 1997 and Article 52(4) of the Code of Procedure before Administrative Courts of 30 August 2002, shall not apply (Journal of Laws of 2016 (718, (864) and (996)).

Article 15g. 1. The suppliers of paid services shall be forbidden to give access to paid services on websites which use the internet domain names entered in the Register.

2. In the event of rendering paid services via a website using an online domain entered on the Register, the supplier of paid services shall have an obligation to cease the rendering of these services within 30 days of the day that the domain is entered in the Register.

Article 15h. The Minister for Public Finance may, by way of regulation, authorise the Director of the Customs Chamber to conduct the matters defined under Article 15f, bearing in mind in particular the technical and organisational possibilities in order to ensure the efficient performance of the task.
Article 15i. 1. In order to protect game participants against the negative effects of gambling, the entity managing online gambling games shall have an obligation to implement the regulations on responsible gaming, covering in particular:

1)
the placing, in a visible manner, on the website used for the operation of gambling games, of the following:

a)
information about the entity offering gambling games and the manner in which the entity may be contacted;
b)
information about the permit to operate games by indicating the corresponding address, the deadline, and the name of the authority which granted it – provided such permit is required;
c)
the game rules and regulations;
d)
information that persons under the age of 18 are banned from gaming;
e)
information about the risks connected with gambling;
f)
the names of the institutions which provide help to persons with gambling problems and the corresponding links of these institutions;

2)
checking that gaming participants are 18 years of age or older;

3)
player registration procedure on the player’s account or the temporary account of the player, as a condition of starting and playing the game;

4)
mechanisms permitting players to control their own activities on the website which offers gambling games;

5)
mechanisms which render it impossible for game participants to play after their financial resources have been depleted on the player account;

6)
a guarantee to protect minors when presenting online trade information.

2. The entity, referred to in (1), shall present a draft regulation on responsible gaming to the Minister for Public Finance for approval.

3. The entity, referred to in (1), shall make available online the approved regulation on responsible gaming no later than the moment that gaming starts.

Article 15j. 1. It is forbidden to have gaming machines with the following exceptions:

1)
those entities which hold a games casino licence;

2)
those undertakings which are a State monopoly on gaming machines at games arcades;

3)
those inspection units, referred to in Article 23f, that have authorisation from the Minister for Public Finance;

4)
those public administration organisational units which supervise or which are authorised to control the performance of the provisions on gambling games;

5)
those producers or distributors of gaming machines with a registered office in the Republic of Poland who have met the obligation defined under (3);

6)
undertakings which carry out repair work on registered gaming machines;

7)
undertakings which transport gaming machines as part of their business activities, as commissioned by those entities, referred to in (1), (2) or (5).

2. The entities, referred to in (1)(1) and (2), have an obligation to submit an application requesting the registration of a gaming machine within 60 days of acquisition, intra-Community acquisition or importation.

3. Producers and distributors of gaming machines with a registered office in the Republic of Poland shall have an obligation to notify their activities relating to the production or distribution of gaming machines, suspension of activities and termination to the corresponding Director of the Customs Chamber, within a period of 14 days prior to the respective start, suspension, renewal and termination of business activities. The notification indicating the start of business activities shall have attached to it a list of production plants or storage facilities, which store the gaming machines.

4. In the event of a change of data under the list, referred to in (1), the entity shall notify the corresponding Director of the Customs Chamber of such changes within a period of 7 days from the day that the change took place.

5. The entities, referred to in 1(3) and (5), shall keep records of produced or stored gaming machines. These records should facilitate identification of produced gaming machines and determine the number, types and locations of storing gaming machines.

6. The entities, referred to in 1(3) and (5), shall make available the data constituting the records of the Customs Services authorities, treasury control, the Police, as well as the courts and prosecutors in connection with ongoing procedure. Data shall be made available free-of-charge.

7. The Minister for Public Finance shall define, by way of regulation, the manner of conducting records of produced or stored gaming machines, data kept in the records and the specimen records, taking into account the need to ensure the supervision of gaming machine trading and the nature of the business activities conducted by the entity managing the records.”;
19)
in Article 18 there is added (4-6) which reads as follows:

“4. Concerning betting, in the case of betting to guess virtual events, the average programmed value of winnings cannot be lower by more than five percentage points than the winnability in betting, in the case of betting to guess events that are not virtual events for the previous month.

5. Entities which operate betting to guess virtual events shall store data relating to the results of betting.

6. The data, referred to in (5), shall be stored for a period of 5 years, starting from the end of the calendar year, in which the archiving took place. Following the expiry of this period, the entity which operates betting based on guessing virtual events shall delete the data.”;

20)
Article 20(5) is given the following wording:

“5. Entities operating gambling games shall keep records of paid out (issued) winnings, whose value is at least PLN 2 280.”;

21)
Article 22(1) is given the following wording:

“1. Entities engaged in activities defined under Article 6(1–3) and responsible for conducting the State monopoly in gaming machines shall guarantee the maintenance of law and order at the games and betting venues.”;

22)
in Article 23:

a)
(1) is given the following wording:

“1. Gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices shall be adapted to protect the rights of gaming participants and implementation of the provisions of the Act.”,

b)
(1c) shall read as follows:

“1c. It shall be permitted to combine gaming machines exclusively in a single casino with the use of a gaming device permitting the accumulation of cash winnings, which cannot impact the course of games and guarantees the correct performance of obligations towards the State budget.”,

c)
(3) is given the following wording:

“3. Provision (2) shall not apply to prize draws and bingo draws, referred to in Article 7(1a) and (1b).”,

d)
(4) and (5) are added, which read as follows:
“4. Gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices must be protected against external interference, in particular they must protect the accurate acquisition, calculation and pay-out of winnings as well as proper operation during breakdown.
5. The Minister for Public Finance may define, by way of regulation, the specific conditions on the operation of games permitting the accumulation of winnings, referred to in (1c), taking into account in particular the protection of the interests of game participants and the security of performing State budget obligations.”;
23)
in Article 23a:

a)
(1) and (2) receive the following wording:
“1. Gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices, with the exception of terminals at State-run number games outlets used for operating number games or cash lottery sales, may be used by entities with a licence or permit to conduct activities relating to games of chance or games on gaming machines and by State monopoly entities, after they have been registered by the Head of the Customs Office.

2. The registration of gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices shall be regarded as permission to operate. Registration is for a period of 6 years.”,
b)
(6) is given the following wording:
“6. Registration expires once the deadline has been reached; it also expires when a gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device has been withdrawn from operation and in the event of expiry of the licence or permit on the basis of which it was registered.”;

24)
in Article 23b:

a)
(2) and (3) receive the following wording:
“2. In the demand, referred to in (1), indication is given of the gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device subject to inspection testing, the inspection unit performing the inspection and the entity, to which the gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device is to be submitted for inspection, and the deadline for submitting these.

3. Inspection tests shall be performed, as commissioned by the Head of the Customs Office, the inspection unit authorised to perform technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices, in a period not longer than three months from the day of submitting the gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device for testing.”,

b)
(4) is repealed,
c)
(5) is given the following wording:
“5. If, following the inspection, it is noted that the gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device fails to meet the conditions defined under the Act, the cost of performing the inspection test shall be covered by the entity which operates that machine or device.”;

25)
Articles 23c–23e shall read as follows:

“Article 23c. Entities operating registered gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices shall inform in writing the Head of the Customs Office of the following:

1)
the intention to transfer the gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device to another operating site – at least 7 days before doing so;

2)
suspension or withdrawal from operations of the gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device – at least 7 days before doing so;

3)
the destruction or theft of the gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device – within 2 days of the day on which such event took place.

Article 23d. The Minister for Public Finance shall define, by way of regulation:

1)
the specific conditions of testing, registering and using randomising devices, gaming devices and gaming machines;
2)
the conditions and manner of protecting the devices and machines, referred to in (1), against external interference;
3)
the manner of operation of devices and machines, referred to in (1), in the event of breakdown;
4)
the manner of securing important information on the operation of lotteries, including data related to players;
5)
the manner of obtaining, calculating and paying out winnings during gaming or, if the device or machine, referred to in (1), is out of order

– bearing in mind the need to guarantee the protection of the interests of gaming participants and ensuring that the games operator has settled with the State budget.

Article 23e. 1. The appropriate Heads of Customs Offices are appointed for matters, referred to in Articles 23a–23c, on the registration and operation of gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices.

2. The area of authority is determined according to the location of the games centre or the location where the gaming device and randomising device are being operated.

3. The Minister for Public Finance shall determine, by way of regulation, the corresponding Heads of Customs Offices in matters relating to the registration and operation of gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices and shall determine the area of authority, taking into account the need to perform tasks adequately and the spatial distribution of places for operating gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices.”;

26)
in Article 23f:

a)
in (1), the introduction to the numbering shall be given the following wording:
“The entity shall be granted authorisation to perform technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices by the Minister for Public Finance and shall meet the following conditions:”,
b)
(2) is given the following wording:
“2. Authorisation to perform technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices shall be granted on application of the inspection unit of the entity which is applying for inspection unit status or the Director of the Customs Chamber, to which are attached documents which confirm the meeting of conditions, defined under (1), in particular:

1)
the accreditation certificate;

2)
certificates or other documents which define the standard of performed inspections, confirming the technical knowledge of the persons who carry out technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices and gaming devices;

3)
a current statement indicating that the persons mentioned under (1)(3) have not been convicted of an intentional crime or intentional tax crime;

4)
a submitted statement, under penalty of criminal liability, by the persons, referred to in (1)(3), indicating that, concerning the entity which operates gambling games and persons who:

a) manage or represent such an entity,
b) are shareholders (partners) or employees of such an entity
– they have not entered into any legal or factual relationship, which could justify suspicion of them not being impartial.”,
c)
(3) is given the following wording:

“3. Authorisation to perform technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices shall be granted for a period of 6 years.”,

d)
after (3) there is added (3a), which reads as follows:

“3a. Authorisation to perform technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices shall contain:

1)
the marking of the body which issues the authorisation;

2)
issue date;

3)
name of the inspection unit;

4)
indication of the legal basis;

5)
name, surname and official position of the person managing the inspection unit;

6)
a list of persons authorised to carry out technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices in the name of the inspection unit;

7)
a list of persons authorised to confirm and sign the opinions issued by the inspection unit following technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices;

8)
scope of authority;

9)
the signature of the authorised person, with indication of the name and surname and official position.”,
e)
(6) is given the following wording:

“6. The Minister for Public Finance shall make public on the website of the office managing the Minister’s matters, the list of inspection units authorised to perform technical inspections on gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices.”,

f)
(7) is added, which reads as follows:

“7. The inspection unit authorised to inspect gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices is obliged to inform the Minister for Public Finance each time there is a change of persons, referred to in (3a)(6) and (7), within 7 days of the day of such change.”;

27)
the title of Chapter 3 shall be as follows:

“Training”
28)
in Article 24:

a)
(1) is given the following wording:
“1. Entities which operate gambling games, including those entities which operate online gambling games, shall have an obligation to guarantee that persons whose duties or position involves:

1)
gambling games supervision, in particular the directors of branches, games centres and their deputies, managers and their deputies, persons supervising telebingo, prize draws, bingo prize draws, promotional lotteries and audiotext lotteries, games centre inspectors, table cashiers, persons supervising online gaming,

2)
direct gambling game management, in particular: croupiers, gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device operators, technical support operators excluded

– shall be trained prior to the start of their duties in the given position in terms of gambling games provisions and the regulations of the games as required to perform activities connected with the supervision and management of games.”,

b)
(3) is given the following wording:
“3. Entities which operate gambling games, including those entities which operate online gambling games, shall have an obligation to guarantee that the persons, referred to in (1), undergo training once again in the event of change in the scope of performed activities or after the passage of 3 years from the previous training.”,

c)
(4) is repealed,
d)
(5) is added, which reads as follows:
“5. Entities which operate gambling games, including those entities which operate online gambling games, shall not entrust the supervision of such games and their direct operation to anyone who has not undergone the training, referred to in (1).”;

29)
Article 24a is repealed;

30)
after Article 24a there shall be added Article 24b and Article 24c, which read as follows:

“Article 24b. 1. Training covering the provisions of gambling games and the rules and regulations of games, referred to in Article 24(1), shall be conducted by an entity which operates gambling games, including entities which operate online gaming, or organisational units engaged in training activities.

2. The entities, referred to in (1), following the completion of training, shall issue the training participant a statement in writing attesting to the completion of training.

3. The entity which operates gambling games shall manage in paper form a register of employee certificates, which shall include the employee’s data, date of training, details of the entity which issued the certificate and the number of the statement, to which a copy of the certificate shall be attached, indicating that it is true to the original, whilst the original shall be stored in the employee’s personal file.

Article 24c. The entity which operates gambling games shall ensure that the person whose duties or position correspond to that referred to in Article 24(1), shall jointly meet the following conditions:

1)
have an impeccable reputation;

2)
possess sufficient knowledge of Polish for the performance of functions or for the taking up the desired post;

3)
has not been convicted of an intentional crime or an intentional tax crime.”;

31)
Article 25 and Article 26 are repealed;

32)
in Article 27 the following wording is given to (2) and (3):

“2. Gambling games, excluding prize draws and promotional lotteries, may only be played by persons who are 18 years old or older.

3. Entities which organise and operate gambling games shall display clearly at the entrance of the games location and inside the site where games are operated or the sale of participation takes place, information that gaming is not permitted to anyone under the age of 18.”;

33)
in Article 29:

a)
(1) is given the following wording:
“1. It is prohibited to play roulette games, card games, dice games and betting, referred to in Article 2(2)(1), as well as games on gaming machines.”,

b)
after (1) there is added (1a), which reads as follows:

“1a. It is prohibited to promote roulette games, card games, dice games and betting and games on gaming machines.”,
c)
(4) is given the following wording:
“4. The prohibitions under (1), (1a) and (2) concern natural persons, legal entities and organisational units without legal personality, who commission or conduct activities, referred to in (1), (1a) and (2), post adverts or information or receive benefits from such activities.”,

d)
(5) is given the following wording:

“5. The prohibitions defined under (1), (1a) and (2) do not cover adverts and promotions conducted inside the games casino or the betting venue and the marking of the name of the entity, the company logo or the name of the business activity, outside the building, the site where the games casino or betting venue is located, as well as, in the case of online betting – adverts and promotions conducted on the website indicated in the permit and used for the operation of this betting.”;

34)
in Article 29a:

a)
(1) is repealed,

b)
(2) is given the following wording:

“2. It is prohibited to participate in online gambling games operated by entities which do not constitute the State monopoly in this respect, and which operate online gambling games without the required permit.”,

c)
(3) is repealed;
35)
after Article 29a there is added Article 29b, which reads as follows:

“Article 29b. It is prohibited to offer and advertise at gaming machine venues and online, where gambling games are operated, the banking activities, referred to in Article 5(1)(3) and in 2(1), (3), (4), (5), (7) and (10) of the Banking Act of 29 August 1997 (Journal of Laws of 2015 (128), as amended
).”;

36)
Article 30 is repealed;

37)
Article 32(2) is given the following wording:

“2. Permission to manage a cash bingo venue or permission to organise betting shall be granted by the Minister for Public Finance.”;

38)
in Article 34a there is added (3), which reads as follows:

“3. Licences or permits for operating the activities, referred to in Article 6(1–3) or Article 7(2), may be applied for exclusively by undertakings, whose licences or permits have not been withdrawn pursuant to Article 59(2) for a period of 6 years preceding the application requesting a licence or permit:
39)
Article 35(17) shall receive the following wording:
“17)
current statements that there are no outstanding tax payments constituting State budget revenue, customs dues and social security contributions and health insurance;”;

40)
in Article 36(17) shall receive the following wording:
“17)
current statements that there are no outstanding tax payments constituting State budget revenue, customs dues and social security contributions and health insurance;”;

41)
Article 37 is given the following wording:

“Article 37. Notification requesting the organisation of a poker tournament shall contain the name of the entity making the application and the regulations of the poker tournament approved by the Minister for Public Finance.”;

42)
Article 38(1)(11) is given the following wording:

“11)
current statements that there are no outstanding tax payments constituting State budget revenue, customs dues and social security contributions and health insurance;”;

43)
Article 39(9) shall receive the following wording:
“9)
current statements that there are no outstanding tax payments constituting State budget revenue, customs dues and social security contributions and health insurance.”;

44)
Article 39a (1)(9) is given the following wording:

“9)
current statements that there are no outstanding tax payments constituting State budget revenue, customs dues and social security contributions and health insurance.”;

45)
Article 44 is repealed;

46)
in Article 49:

a)
(3) is repealed,

b)
after (4) there is added (4a), which reads as follows:

“4a. The periods, referred to in (1), (2) and (4), shall commence as indicated under the licence or permit.”;
47)
after Article 49 there is added Article 49a, which reads as follows:

“Article 49a. The entity which holds a licence or permit shall, within 7 days of the day of the event, inform the authority which granted the licence or permit about:

1)
the start of operations covered by the licence or permit;

2)
the withdrawal from operations covered by the licence or permit;

3)
the break in the performance of operations covered by the licence or permit;

4)
the renewal in operations after the break, referred to in (3).”;

48)
Article 54 is repealed;

49)
Article 55(2) is repealed;

50)
in Article 59:

a)
hitherto content is indicated as (1),

b)
in (1):

–
(4) is repealed,
–
after (4) there are added (4a) and (4b) with the following wording:
“4a)
the withdrawal from operations covered by the licence or permit;
4b)
Breaks lasting for more than 6 months in the performance of activities covered by the licence or permit whose issue is subject to quantity limitations;”,
c)
(2) is added which reads as follows:

“2. The periods, referred to in (1)(4b), do not include breaks caused by force majeure and its immediate consequences.”;

51)
after Article 59 there is added Article 59a, which reads as follows:

“Article 59a. The decision to withdraw a licence or permit becomes effective as soon as such a decision is delivered.”;

52)
in Article 60:

a)
(1) is given the following wording:

“1. The entity applying for a licence or permit shall submit, to the corresponding authority, the draft regulations of the operated gambling game for approval.”,

b)
after (1) there is added (1a), which reads as follows:

“1a. The gambling game regulations define the principles of the game and the manner of meeting the statutory terms connected with operating it.”,
c)
(2) is given the following wording:

“2. The gambling game regulations, and each time the regulations are amended, shall be confirmed by the Minister for Public Finance, subject to (3).”;

53)
in Article 61(1), the introduction to the numbering shall be given the following wording:

“The gambling game regulations, subject to (2) and (3), define:”;

54)
in Article 68:

a) in (1):

–
(2) and (3) are repealed,
–
(4-6) are added, which read as follows:
“4)
for a change of licence or permit;

5)
for registration of a gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device;

6)
for considering the application on determining the nature of the game, referred to in Article 2(6).”,

b)
in (4):
–
(2) is repealed,
–
(3-5) are added which read as follows:
“3)
(1)(4) – shall be performed by the authority which issues licences or permits;

4)
(1)(5) – shall be performed by the registration authority;

5)
(1)(6) – shall be performed by the authority issuing the decision.”;

55)
after Article 68 there is added Article 68a, which reads as follows:

“Article 68a. 1. The entity which operates gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices without a required licence, permit or notification, shall cover the cost of inspecting the devices, performed by the Customs Service, if the inspection demonstrates that the gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device requires a licence, permit or notification.

2. The fee, referred to in (1), shall be collected by the Director of the Customs Chamber.”;

56)
in Article 69:

a)
in (1):
–
(6) is repealed,
–
(7) is added, which reads as follows:
“7)
the fee for considering the application on determining the nature of the game, referred to in Article 2(6) and (7), shall be 200 % of the base amount.”,

b)
after (1) there is added (1a), which reads as follows:
“1a. The fee for changing the licence or permit in the event of change:
1)
of a licence shall stand at 400 % of the base amount;

2)
of a permit shall stand at 200 % of the base amount;

3)
of a permit in that part which refers to the games centre stands at 10 % of the base amount;

4)
of a permit for operating betting concerning each betting venue stands at 10% of the base amount.”,

c)
(2) and (3) are repealed,
d)
after (3) there is added (3a), which reads as follows:
“3a. The fee for registration of a gaming machine, randomising device or gaming device stands at 50 % of the base amount.”;
57)
Article 71(1) is given the following wording:

“1. The payer of the games tax shall be a natural person, legal entity or organisational unit without legal personality, which operates gambling games on the basis of a granted licence or permit, with the exclusion of promotional lotteries, an entity organising State monopoly games and a participant in poker tournaments organised by an entity holding a licence for the operation of a games casinos.”,

58)
Article 77(2) is given the following wording:

“2. The area of authority for tax authorities dealing with games tax shall be determined according to the registered office of the entity which operates gambling games.”;

59)
the title of Chapter 8 shall be as follows:

“Reporting and information”;
60)
Article 79 is given the following wording:

“Article 79. 1. Entities which organise and conduct gambling games activities shall have an obligation to submit, on demand of the Minister for Public Finance, information on the functioning of these entities.

2. Entities which organise and conduct gambling games activities shall have an obligation to submit appropriately to the Minister for Public Finance and the Director of the Customs Chamber who issue the permits, by the 21st day of the month after each calendar quarter, a set of economic and financial business details with particular attention being paid to turnover, financial results, economic indicators, and in particular the employment indicator and statistical indicators attained by these entities.

3. The Minister for Public Finance shall define, by way of regulation, the manner of submitting data and the detailed scope of data, referred to in (2), taking into account the need to monitor the correct performance of activities under the issued licences and permits and the shaping of gambling games policies.”;
61)
Article 86(6) is given the following wording:

„6. The Minister for Physical Culture, in agreement with the Minister for Public Finance and the Minister for Health shall define, by way of regulation, the detailed conditions for obtaining financial support for the performance of the tasks, referred to in (4), the manner of submitting applications and the releasing of resources, bearing in mind the rationality and continuity of financing tasks and the controlling of the manner of expending the fund’s resources.”;

62)
in Article 87(4):

a)
(5) is repealed;
b)
(7) is repealed;
c)
(8) is given the following wording:
“8)
repayment of long-term financial commitments and related additional burdens incurred by the institute of culture, whose organiser is the Minister for Culture and National Heritage, earmarked for the completion of promotion and support investments, referred to in (1–6).”;

63)
Article 89 is given the following wording:

“Article 89. 1. A financial sanction shall be imposed on the following:

1)
entities which operate gambling games without a licence, permit or without submitting the required notification;

2)
entities which operate gambling games on the basis of a granted licence, permit or following the submission of a notification, which violates the terms of the approved regulations, granted licence, permit or notification or which operate games with gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices without having completed the required registration of the gaming machines, randomising devices or gaming devices;

3)
dependent holders of premises, which contain unregistered gaming machines and which deal in catering, trade and services;

4)
independent holders of premises, which contain unregistered gaming machines and which deal in catering, trade and services, provided the premises do not constitute a dependent holding;

5)
the provider of paid services, who does not comply with the prohibition, referred to in Article 15g;

6)
participants in gambling games operated without a licence, permit or notification;

7)
telecommunications undertakings, which have failed to meet the obligations stemming from Article 15f(5);

8)
operators of online gambling games whose organisation belongs to the State monopoly.

2. The provision under (1)(2) shall not apply to natural persons who operate gambling games.

3. Irrespective of the financial sanctions imposed on undertakings, defined under (1)(1), the Head of the Customs Office may impose a financial sanction on managers or persons who belong to the managing authorities of legal entities or organisational units without legal personality, but operate gambling games without a licence, permit or notification.

4. The level of the financial sanction, as referred to:

1)
in (1)(1) shall be:

a)
for gaming machines – PLN 100 000 per machine;
b)
for games other than those defined under (a) and (c) – 5 times the fee for issuing a licence or permit;
c)
for games operated without the required notification – up to PLN 10 000;
2)
in (1)(2) shall be:

a)
for games operated on the basis of a licence or permit – up to PLN 200 000,
b)
for games operated on the basis of a notification – up to PLN 10 000;
3)
in (1)(3) and (4) – PLN 100 000 for each machine;

4)
in (1)(5) – up to PLN 250 000;

5)
in (1)(6) – 100 % of obtained winnings excluding the amounts  paid in ;

6)
in (1)(7) – up to PLN 250 000;

7)
in (1)(8) – up to PLN 500 000;

8)
in (3) – up to PLN 100 000;

5. The provision under (1)(6) shall not apply to participants of promotional lotteries, audiotext lotteries, prize draws and bingo prize draws.”;

64)
in Article 90:

a)
(1) is given the following wording:
“1. Financial sanctions shall be imposed by way of decision:

1)
of the Head of the Customs Office in whose area gambling games are operated or in the area of which there are machines which have not been registered – in the case, referred to in Article 89(1) (1–4) and (6) and (3);

2)
of the Minister for Public Finance – in the case, referred to in Article 89(1) (5), (7) and (8).”,

b)
after (1) there is added (1a), which reads as follows:
“1a. In determining the level of the financial sanction, referred to in Article 89(4):
1)
(1)(c), (2) and (8), the Head of the Customs Office shall take into account the period of violating the provisions and the financial standing of the entity subject to the financial sanction;

2)
(4) and (6), the Minister for Public Finance shall take into account the number of individual users, which the telecommunications undertaking or the supplier of paid services, either indirectly or directly, renders the services, the available technical capacity to perform the obligation, referred to in Article 15f(5) or Article 15g, and the period for which this obligation was not met;

3)
(7), the Minister for Public Finance shall take into account the scale of the operations and the period of violation.”.

Article 2. The following amendments are made to the Act of 10 September 1999 – Treasury Penal Code (Journal of Laws of 2013(186), as amended
)):

1)
in Article 107:
a)
§ 1 is given the following wording:
“§ 1. Anyone who, in breach of the Act or the terms of licence or permit, organises or operates gambling games,

shall be subject to the payment of a fine of up to 720 daily rates or sentenced to jail for up to 3 years, or both of these punishments concurrently.”,
b)
§ 2 is given the following wording:
“§ 2. Anyone who participates in a foreign gambling game in the Republic of Poland,

shall be subject to the payment of a fine of up to 120 daily rates.”,
c)
§ 3 is given the following wording:
“§ 3. If the offender commits the act, defined in § 1, with the purpose of material gain from the organisation of collective participation in a gambling game,

he/she shall be subject to the payment of a fine of up to 720 daily rates or sentenced to jail, or both of these punishments concurrently.”,
2)
Article 107a(1) is given the following wording:

“§ 1. Anyone who organises or operates a gambling game without the required official inspection or without placing the required official seals,

shall be subject to the payment of a fine of up to 720 daily rates or sentenced to jail for up to 2 years, or both of these punishments concurrently.”;
3)
after Article 107c there is added Article107d with the following wording:

“Article 107d. Anyone who, contrary to the licence or the terms of the required official inspection, or without placing the required official seals, holds a gaming machine,

shall be subject to the payment of a fine of up to 720 daily rates or sentenced to jail for up to 3 years, or both of these punishments concurrently.”;
4)
Article 109 is given the following wording:

“Article 109. Anyone who participates in a gambling game, organised or conducted in breach of the Act or the terms of the licence or permit,

shall be subject to the payment of a fine of up to 120 daily rates.”;
5)
Article 110b is given the following wording:

“Article 110b. Anyone who gives access to gambling games other than promotional lotteries or prize draws to persons under the age of 18,

shall be subject to the payment of a fine for a fiscal offence.”.
Article 3. In the Customs Service Act of 27 August 2009 (Journal of Laws of 2015(990), as amended
)) the following amendments are made:

1)
Article 1(1) is given the following wording:

“1. The Act regulates the tasks and organisation of the Customs Service – identical uniform formation, created in order to guarantee protection and security to the customs area of the European Union, including compliance with the right to transport goods to this area and to transport goods from this area, and to perform the obligations defined under separate provisions, in particular concerning excise tax and gambling games tax, hereinafter “games tax”.”;

2)
in Article 30:

a)
in (2) after (3) there is added (3a) with the following wording:
“3a)
concerning the holding of gaming machines;”,
b)
under (3) after (1a) there is added (1b), which reads as follows:
“1b)
production and trade of gaming machines;”;
3)
in Article 34(1)(3) in the introduction to the numbering, the word “betting” shall be replaced by the words “gambling games”;

4)
in Article 36a the word “betting” shall be replaced by the words “gambling games”.
Art. 4. 1. Professional certificates, referred to in Article 24 of the Act amended under Article 1, shall remain in force up to the time of expiry. Professional certificates for persons who passed the vocational exam prior to the day of entry into force of this Act shall be issued in keeping with hitherto principles.
2. The holding of the professional certificate, referred to in Article 24 of the Act amended under Article 1, shall be deemed equivalent to the completion of training on the provisions of gambling games and the regulations on conducted games, referred to in Article 24(1) of the Act, amended under Article 1, in the wording that is binding after the day of entry into force of the Act.
3. Entities operating gambling games shall have an obligation to train within 2 months of entry into force of this Act:
1)
persons employed prior to the entry into force of the Act, who do not hold a professional certificate;

2)
persons employed in the period of up to 2 months after the day of entry into force of the Act.

Article 5. No vocational exams shall be held, referred to in Article 25(3) of the Act amended under Article 1, which did not take place before the day of entry into force of this Act; examination fees that have been paid will be returned.

Article 6. The procedure, referred to in Article 2(6) of the Act amended under Article 1, initiated but not completed prior to the day of entry into force of this Act, is conducted on the basis of existing provisions.

Article 7. In matters concerning the granting of licences for the operation of games casinos, the permit for operating a cash bingo venue or betting, started but not completed prior to the day of entry into force of this Act, application shall be made of the hitherto provisions, subject to the provision under Article 11 of the Act amended under Article 1, in the wording of this Act.

Article 8. 1. Those entities that hold a permit on the day of entry into force of the Act, granting the organisation of online betting shall submit to the Minister for Public Finance for approval the regulation on responsible gaming, within 3 months of the day of entry into force of the Act.

2. In the event of failure to meet the obligation, referred to in (1), the Minister Public Finance shall withdraw the permit for the operation of online betting which was granted to the entity, referred to in (1).
Article 9. Permits for the performance of technical inspections on gaming machines and devices granted prior to the day of entry into force of this Act shall remain in force up to the expiry day of the accreditation granted to the inspection unit, but for no longer than 6 years from the day of entry into force of this Act.
Article 10. Entities which embarked on but did not complete their business activities covering the production or distribution of gambling gaming machines, shall have an obligation to submit the notification, referred to under Article 15i of the Act and amended under Article 1, within 30 days of the day of entry into force of this Act.

Article 11. The hitherto provisions, issued under Article 15d(8) of the Act and Article 86(6) of the Act, amended under Article 1, in the current wording, shall retain their validity till the day of entry into force of the implementing measures, issued under Article 15d(8) and Article 86(6) of the Act, amended under Article 1, in the wording of this Act, but for no longer than 6 months from the day of entry into force of this Act.

Article 12. The Act comes into force on 1 January 2017, with the exception of Article 1(18) in the scope under Article 15f(5) and Article 15g and (63) in the scope under Article 89(1)(5) and (7), which come into force on 1 April 2017.

�)	Notification of this Act was made to the European Commission on ... under number ..., pursuant to § 4 of the Regulation of the Council of Ministers of 23 December 2002 concerning the manner in which the national notification system of standards and legal acts functions (Journal of Laws (2039) and of 2004 (597)), which implements Directive 2015/1535/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 September 2015 laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical regulations and of rules on Information Society Services (uniform text) (OJ L 241 of 17 September 2015, p. 1).


�)	This Act changes the following Acts: Act of 10 September 1999 – Treasury Penal Code and the Customs Service Act of 27 August 2009.


�)	amendments to the joint text of the referred to act were notified in the Journal of Laws of 2015, (559), (978), (1166), (1223), (1260), (1311), (1348), (1357), (1513), (1634), (1830), (1844), (1854), (1864) and (2281), and of 2016, (615), (904) and (996).


�)	Amendments to the joint text of the referred to Act were notified in the Journal of Laws of 2013 (1036), (1149), (1247) and (1304), of 2014 (312), (1215) and (1328), of 2015 (396), (1269), (1479), (1649), (1712), (1855) and (1932) and of 2016 (178), (437) and (1052).


�)	Amendments to the joint text of the referred to Act were notified in the Journal of Laws of 2015(1045), (1217), (1268), (1269), (1479), (1642), (1830), (1890) and (2023) and of 2016 (147), (669) and (904)





