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INTRODUCTION 

The European Poultry Meat AssociaƟon (AVEC) is deeply concerned about the proposed policy to 
prohibit animal transport at temperatures of 30°C or higher, as recently proposed in the Netherlands. 
While the intenƟon to safeguard animal welfare is commendable, this policy exceeds current European 
regulaƟons and risks creaƟng significant disrupƟons across the EU poultry sector. Moreover, it may 
inadvertently compromise animal welfare and undermine the level playing field within the European 
Union. 
 
IMPORTANCE OF PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND SECTOR PROTOCOLS 

AVEC emphasizes that businesses across the EU should have the opportunity to meet performance 
standards, parƟcularly in ensuring animal welfare during transport in warm temperatures. Many 
companies have already invested in measures such as mechanical venƟlaƟon, water sprayer, improved 
transport protocols and trainings, and other innovaƟons to safeguard welfare even at temperatures 
above 30°C. These producers should be rewarded with flexibility, rather than being subjected to 
restricƟons. 
 
NaƟonal policies that go beyond European standards risk fragmenƟng the EU internal market and 
creaƟng unnecessary barriers for compliant businesses. The poultry sector has already demonstrated 
its ability to ensure animal welfare through self-regulaƟon and sector-specific protocols, such as those 
implemented in the Netherlands and other Member States. 
 
KEY CONCERNS AND IMPACTS AT EU LEVEL 

1. Disruption of Cross-Border Transport 

The poultry sector is highly integrated across the EU, with animals and products frequently transported 
across borders. A naƟonal policy prohibiƟng transport at 30°C would force transporters to reroute 
shipments, leading to longer journey Ɵmes, increased costs, and potenƟal welfare issues. This would 
disproporƟonately affect Member States with warmer climates, where temperatures regularly exceed 
30°C during summer months. 
 

2. Uneven Playing Field 

The proposed policy creates an uneven playing field within the EU. While the Netherlands imposes 
stricter rules, neighbouring countries may conƟnue to operate under the current European 
regulaƟons. This could lead to compeƟƟve disadvantages for Dutch producers and processors, as well 
as potenƟal welfare issues for animals transported to alternaƟve desƟnaƟons outside the Netherlands. 
 

3. Conflict with Ongoing EU Revisions 

The European Commission is currently revising the Transport RegulaƟon, which includes discussions 
on transport during extreme temperatures. AVEC strongly advises against implemenƟng naƟonal 



 

AVEC  
Rue du Luxembourg 47-51| B-1050 Brussels | Belgium 

Email: avec@avec-poultry.eu  

policies that pre-empt this ongoing EU-level process. Such unilateral acƟons risk creaƟng a patchwork 
of conflicƟng regulaƟons across Member States, undermining the harmonizaƟon of animal welfare 
standards within the EU. 
 
CONCLUSION 

AVEC recognises the importance of safeguarding animal welfare during transport, parƟcularly in warm 
temperatures. However, the proposed policy to prohibit transport at 30°C is not the soluƟon. The 
poultry sector has already taken significant steps to ensure welfare through investments in technology, 
protocols, trainings and self-regulaƟon. These efforts should be supported and harmonised at the EU 
level, rather than through unilateral naƟonal policies that create fragmentaƟon and disrupƟon. 
 
AVEC urges policymakers to consider the broader EU-level impacts of such proposals and to await the 
outcome of the ongoing revision of the Transport RegulaƟon before implemenƟng naƟonal measures. 
A coordinated, EU-wide approach is essenƟal to ensure a level playing field and consistent animal 
welfare standards across the Union. 
 
 

AVEC Secretariat  


