	FRENCH REPUBLIC 	 
 	 	 
Ministry of the Economy, Finance and Recovery
 	 	 
 	 	 
Decree No.           of                on the use of certain names used to designate foodstuffs containing plant proteins
NOR: ECO 
Persons concerned: non-home food and catering professionals; food distributors; consumers. 
Subject: establishment of rules on the use of names designating products of animal origin and foodstuffs derived therefrom for the purpose of describing, marketing or promoting foodstuffs containing plant protein. 
Entry into force: 1 April 2022. 	
Notice: the text regulates the use of names designating  products of animal origin and foodstuffs containing them to describe, market or promote products incorporating plant proteins. It covers products incorporating plant proteins specially formulated for technological or nutritional purposes (for example preparations based on meat and plant proteins, the presentation of which is close to a steak) and/or ingredients of non-animal origin with a significant protein content (e.g. a patty made mainly of agglomerated lentils, the presentation of which is close to a steak). Thus, it will not be possible to use the terminology specific to the sectors traditionally associated with meat and fish to refer to products not belonging to the animal kingdom and which, in essence, are not comparable.
References: this Decree is adopted for the application of Article L. 412-10 of the Consumer Code in its wording resulting from Article 5 of Law No 2020-699 of 10 June 2020 on the transparency of information on agricultural and food products. The text can be consulted on the website of Légifrance - http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr. 
The Prime Minister, 
On the report of the Minister for the Economy, Finance and the Recovery, 
 
Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs;

Having regard to Regulation (EU) No. 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2011 on the provision of food information to consumers, amending Regulations (EC) No. 1924/2006 and (EC) No. 1925/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and repealing Commission Directive 87/250/EEC, Council Directive 90/496/EEC, Commission Directive 1999/10/EC, Directive 2000/13/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, Commission Directives 2002/67/EC and 2008/5/EC and Commission Regulation (EC) No 608/2004, and in particular Article 38 thereof; 
 
Having regard to Directive (EU) 2015/1535 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 September 2015 laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical regulations and of rules on Information Society services; 
 
Having regard to the Consumer Code, in particular Articles L. 412-1, L. 412-10 and R. 451-1 thereof;

Having regard to notification No 2020/XXX/F of XX 2020 addressed to the European Commission;

Having heard the State Council (Finance Section),
 
 
Hereby decrees: 
 
Article 1  
Definitions
The provisions of this Decree shall apply to foodstuffs containing plant proteins manufactured in the French national territory.
In the context of this Decree, the following definitions apply:
(1) “plant proteins”: proteins produced by or deriving from organisms belonging to all kingdoms other than the animal kingdom;
(2) “food of animal origin”: products of animal origin and foodstuffs derived from them;
(3) “legal name”: the name of a food prescribed by the provisions of the European Union applicable to it or, in the absence of such provisions, the name provided for in the national legislation of the Member State in which the food is sold to the final consumer or to local authorities;
(4) “descriptive name”: a name which describes the food and, if necessary, its use, and which is sufficiently clear for consumers to be able to determine its true nature and distinguish it from other products with which it could be confused; 
(5) “processed products”: processed products as defined in Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 referred to above;
(6) “Ingredient”: any substance or product, including flavourings, food additives and food enzymes, or any constituent of a compound ingredient, used in the manufacture or preparation of a foodstuff and still present in the finished product, possibly in modified form; residues are not considered as ingredients.

Article 2 
Protected terms referring to food of animal origin 

It is prohibited to use, to designate a processed food containing plant proteins: 

(1) a legal name for which no addition of plant protein is provided for by the rules defining the composition of the foodstuff concerned;
(2) a name referring to the names of animal species or groups of species or to animal morphology or anatomy;
(3) a name using the specific terminology of butchery, charcuterie or fishmongery;
(4) a name of a food of animal origin representative of commercial uses. 





Article 3 
Authorised additions, flavourings, and flavouring ingredients

The provisions of Article 2 shall not preclude the possibility of using the names that it protects:

(1) in the case of the addition of plant protein, in a specified proportion, to foodstuffs of animal origin for which such an addition is provided for by the regulations or is representative of uses;
(2) to designate flavourings or food ingredients with flavouring properties used in foodstuffs.

Article 4
Advertising of names of foodstuffs of animal origin representative of commercial uses

The names referred to in paragraph 4 of Article 2 and, where applicable, the maximum thresholds for plant proteins authorised for those names shall be made public by the Minister responsible for consumption on a reasoned proposal from the professional organisations representing the sectors concerned.

Article 5
Prepared dishes

The provisions of Article 2 shall not preclude the possibility of using the names which it protects in the descriptive names of combinations of foodstuffs of animal origin with other types of foodstuffs which are not added as an alternative to those foodstuffs of animal origin but in addition to them in the context of such combinations. 

Article 6

Products which have been lawfully manufactured or marketed in another EU Member state or in Turkey, or lawfully manufactured in another State that is party to the agreement on the European Economic Area, shall not be subject to the requirements of this Decree. These products may be imported and marketed in France under one of the wordings provided for in this decree, or similar wording.


Article 7

It is prohibited to hold for sale or distribution free of charge, to offer for sale, sell or distribute free of charge foodstuffs which do not comply with the rules laid down in this Decree. 

Article 8

Infringements of this Decree are punishable in accordance with Article R. 451-1 of the Consumer Code.

Article 9  
 
The provisions of this Decree shall enter into force on 1 April 2022.

Foods manufactured or labelled prior to 1 April 2022  and which comply with the regulations in force until that date may be marketed until stocks are exhausted but in any case no later than 30 September 2023.
 
Article 10 
 
The Minister of Economy, Finance and Recovery, the Minister of Justice, the Minister of Agriculture and Food and the Minister Delegate to the Minister of Economy, Finance and Recovery, responsible for small and medium-sized businesses, are responsible for the implementation of this Decree, which will be published in the Official Journal of the French Republic. 



Done on [date]  
By the Prime Minister: 
The Minister for the Economy, Finance 
and the Recovery, 

Bruno LE MAIRE 


The Keeper of the Seals, Minister of Justice


Eric DUPOND-MORETTI



The Minister for Agriculture and Food

		Julien DENORMANDIE 


Minister Delegate for Economy, Finance 
and Recovery, responsible for small and medium-sized businesses,


Alain GRISET 
