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European Bioplastics (EUBP) welcomes the general objectives of Directive (EU) 2019/904 to
reduce the impact of certain plastic products on the environment and the ban on oxo-degradable
plastics which will both be transposed into Belgian law by this draft Royal Decree.

Whilst we welcome the general move to a more circular economy which prioritises re-use over
single use, we regret the decision to ban plastic carrier bags without offering more sustainable
alternatives.

EUBP welcomes that very lightweight plastic carrier bags will not be banned but we are concerned
that no distinction between regular plastic bags and certified compostable plastic bags is made.
This is because certified lightweight compostable plastic bags are successfully used by certain
member states to hygienically and conveniently collect organic waste for industrial composting.

We therefore strongly recommend that this draft decree be reconsidered to allow for more
sustainable and innovative alternatives and to effectively contribute to an efficient and user-
friendly separate biowaste collection.

Offering a more sustainable and innovative alternative

Bio-based and compostable fruit and vegetable bags have been proven to have a lower impact
on the environment compared to alternatives available on the market, i.e. reusable plastic bags,
reusable cotton bags and single-use paper bags.' Support for these materials would also foster
the Belgian and European bioeconomy and encourage continued research and innovation in this
field. As a top “emerging technology”', bioplastics contribute to a circular economy in which
plastics are part of a sustainable cycle, closing the carbon loop. Bio-based plastics help save
fossil resources by using biomass which regenerates (annually) and provides the unique potential
of carbon neutrality. A wider uptake of bio-based (and compostable) materials reduces
dependence on fossil carbon and also provides the opportunity to generate jobs and growth
through bioplastics production in Europe rather than in competing nations.

Contributing to an efficient and user-friendly separate biowaste collection

With regards to the upcoming mandatory separate collection of biowaste throughout the
European Union by the end of 2023, Belgium is missing the opportunity to actively move to a
circular economy for biowaste, encouraging its separate collection and recycling into valuable
fertilizer and soil improver. Throughout Europe, there is still a huge untapped potential of biowaste
not yet collected separately. Although Belgium is among the better-performing countries, there is
still room for improvement especially concerning the separate collection of organic kitchen waste."
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Requiring (very) lightweight plastic bags to be certified compostable allows for a dual use of these
bags: After transporting goods and products, they can be used to collect food scraps or kitchen
waste. It has been shown that if biowaste is collected with the help of compostable bags, the
amount of biowaste increases whereas impurities and contamination of biowaste and organic
recycling by conventional plastics decreases.""

The high level of acceptance of these products by consumers should also be acknowledged, as
according to a recently released study a large majority of French people would be in favour of
using bio-based and compostable materials as alternatives to plastic."

European Bioplastics represents the interests of around 70 member companies throughout the
European Union. With members from the entire bioplastics value chain, including agricultural
feedstock, chemical and plastics industries, as well as industrial users and recycling companies
that are located all over the globe and engage in the European market, European Bioplastics serves
as business network as well as information platform.
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