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Brussels, 19 July 2021

Concerns French Decree Implementing Single Use Plastics Directive

As an indispensable ally of the Green Deal, the recycling industry and more precisely the entire PET
value chain is determined to achieve circularity for PET packaging and meet the targets of the SUP
Directive. Our strive towards a more circular European economy is however only possible with a strong
level playing field and a clear and coherent regulatory framework, both providing long term visibility
and legal certainty.

In this context, we as PETCORE Europe, the industry association representing the entire PET value chain
in Europe, have recently taken note of TRIS notification 2021/321/F or Décret définissant des taux
d’incorporation de plastique recyclé dans les bouteilles pour boissons which implements the SUPD into
French law. We welcome of course that through this Decree, France strives at making its economy
more circular. To do so, the Decree in question must naturally be infallible in its lecture of the SUPD
and within its scope.

PET is light, versatile, shatter-free and easily recyclable and is therefore considered as a packaging
solution of choice. Moreover, PET gets collected and recycled (multiple times) all over the world. It
should hence be clearly distinguished from other types of plastics that do not have such an exemplary
green track record. In other words, PET is used in a closed virtuous circle representing only a fraction
of the ocean pollution and as such should not be the main target of the SUPD. Embracing the spirit of
the legislation, in this case the French Decree, we remain nevertheless convinced of its value of
principle.

In this respect however, we would like to submit to you certain reservations we have vis-a-vis the
Decree. Failure to rectify these caveats will endanger an efficient application of the spirit and letter of
the SUPD in France. This is especially true considering that today France has a recycling overcapacity
which is big enough to absorb the upcoming necessary augmentation of PET recycling in view of
meeting the required SUPD obijectives. Investing in collecting is thus of paramount importance.

o Article 1 of the Decree stipulates that respective targets of recycled content should be
calculated “as the mass of recycled polyethylene terephthalate of each bottle relative to the
total plastic mass of that bottle.” This directly contravenes Article 6 point 5 (a) and (b) of the
SUPD which reads:

From 2025, beverage bottles listed in Part F of the Annex which are manufactured
from polyethylene terephthalate as the major component (‘PET bottles’) contain at
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least 25 % recycled plastic, calculated as an average for all PET bottles placed on the
market on the territory of that Member State; and

from 2030, beverage bottles listed in Part F of the Annex contain at least 30 %
recycled plastic, calculated as an average for all such beverage bottles placed on the
market on the territory of that Member State.

Clearly the total mass of recycled content should be calculated as an average per country and
not per bottle. Given the varying technological requirements for PET as well as the often
limited access to primary recycled material, imposing such a stringent demand not only goes
beyond the letter of the SUPD but also supersedes what is practically feasible in the field at
this day.

e Artcile 1 Il stipulates that the Decree provisions shall not apply to non-refrigerated milk
bottles. Notwithstanding, the future opinion given by the European Food and Safety Agency
(EFSA) we believe that the latter milk bottles, often opaque PET containers, are perfectly
suitable for recycling given the appropriate sorting and recycling lines. Their exclusion from
the current Decree is thus a missed opportunity for the industry and the legislator alike.

In conclusion, the PET sector, espousing the necessary policy objectives of the SUPD, is highly
concerned with the aforementioned drawbacks of the French Decree and hopes that the Commission
will soon enter in negotiations with the French authorities to remedy the current faulty Decree.

We remain at your disposal to provide you with further information.
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Christian-Yves Crépet — Executive Director
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About PETCORE Europe

PETCORE Europe is the association representing the complete PET value chain in Europe since 1993.
Its mission is to ensure that the entire PET industry is well aligned to enhance its value and sustainable
growth, to represent the PET industry before the European institutions and other stakeholders, to
ensure that PET is positioned as an outstanding packaging material and recognised as environmentally
sound, to support and validate innovative packaging solutions from a recycling perspective, and to
work with all interested parties to ensure a continuous increase of PET post-consumer collection and
recycling. It is signatory to the EU Transparency Register (No: 221479213116-74). www.petcore-
europe.org
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