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Subject: Austrian draw law on the installations of heating systems powered by fossil
liquid and solid fuels in new buildings (TRIS procedure 2016/624/A)

Brussels, 3rd February 2017

Dear Madam, Dear Sir,

On behalf of the FuelsEurope, the European oil refiners association, we would like to express
our serious concerns regarding the legislative act modified by the Austrian authorities under
the TRIS registry file number 2016/624/A. The legislative act of interest is the Amendment
to the Lower Austria Building law 2014.

Our concerns relate to Paragraph 58(1a) of the modified act, which introduces a provision
in the Lower Austrian Building Code that would result in a ban of installations of specific
technologies and in particular the use of boilers designed to burn liquid and solid fossil fuels
in Lower Austria new buildings as of 2019 onwards.

We are of the opinion that the measure expressed by Paragraph 58 (1a) is not proportional
to the desired objective. The desired objective is to contribute to the EU Climate Policy
objectives in terms of greenhouse gas reductions.

Banning specific technologies should not be used as a policy measure, instead other
measures aimed at increasing competition between all technologies available on the market
should be promoted.

Discrimination based on the fuel used within a specific technology should not be allowed.
The effect of Paragraph 60 of the modified act is to discriminate between fuels: banning the
use of certain liquid and solid fossil fuels in central heating boiler system, while other solid,
liquid or gaseous fuels such as wood, natural gas or liquefied petroleum gases would not be
included in the ban. In our view such a ban is unjustified ban.

FuelsEurope supports the modification of the Lower Austria Building Code by developing
greenhouse gas reduction policies that do not discriminate between oil and gas and that
allow market players and innovation in heating technologies to support the use of low
emission heating technologies.

We are inviting the competent services of the European Commission to consider our
concerns when evaluating the notification under TRIS File 2016/624/A.

We remain at your disposal for any further information you may need ad thank you in
advance for your attention.

ours Sincerely,

Daniel Leuckx
Policy Executive
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