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RE: Comments on Noti f icat ion 2017/135 

 

On  30  March  2017, Italy notified the Commission of a draft requiring the mandatory  
indication of the name and address of the production facility or, if different, of the 
packaging facility ion food labels  
(schema di decreto legislativo recante la disciplina dell’indicazione obbligatoria  
nell’etichetta della sede e dell’indirizzo dello stabilimento di  produzione  o,  se  
diverso,  di confezionamento). 
 
The reasons for this measure given include: 

• complete and accurate information to consumers 
• ensure better and immediate traceability of foods by the supervisory 

authorities and therefore better health protection. 
 
We do not believe that these reasons are valid to impose such a mandatory measure. 
Regulation 1169/2011 is governing harmonised labelling requirements and this 
measure does not fall within those provisions that grant national authorities 
permission to deviate or impose additional labelling measures. Regulation 1169/2011 
already imposes the mentioning of the name or business name and address of the 
responsible food business operator.  
 
By requiring the mandatory labeling of the name and address of the production facility 
or packer, this measure can also be seen as a form of country of origin labelling, that 
could discriminate products originating from other Member States against those 
produced in Italy, despite the fact that mutual recognition is recognised and the 
measure thus only applies to foods produced on Italian territory. This also goes 
against the requirements of Regulation 1169. 
 
In addition, traceability is imposed by Regulation 178/2002 and implemented since 
that date, without the need to indicate the name and address of the production facility. 
Moreover, for specific products of animal origin, identification of the production facility 
is already foreseen on the label by means of a identification marks imposed by 
specific EU hygiene legislation. 
 
It is our opinion therefore that there are legitimate elements for the Commission to 
oppose to this measure. 
 
We remain available for further clarification 
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