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VdeH Contribution to TRIS notifications 2022/508/NL

The German association VdeH would like to express its concerns regarding the Draft Amendment
of the Tobacco and Smoking Products Order for regulation of e-cigarette flavors, notified by the
Netherlands to the European Commission on the 17th of March 2022, under the reference
2022/508/NL.

The German association feels the need to comment on this issue, as the planned ban on flavor
additives in e-liquids directly affects many of our member companies due to close business
relationships with the Dutch distributors.

A reduction in flavor variety significantly lowers the attractiveness of e-cigarettes for smokers and
discourages them from switching from tobacco cigarettes to an alternative that is 95% less harmful’.
As a result, the planned measures will have an extremely negative impact on the health of the
consumers involved and will not contribute to a reduction in tobacco consumption in the
Netherlands.

Restricting the variety of flavors also carries the risk that consumers who have already successfully
switched to a reduced-risk alternative with e-cigarettes will return to tobacco cigarettes.

It is highly likely that consumers who want to continue using flavored products will turn to illegal
sources (black market) or start adding flavors on their own. This poses the risk of using unsuitable
flavors. An additional risk for public health.

According to all scientific evidence, restricting flavor variety is counterproductive to health
protection and does not reduce smoking rates.

The VdeH respectfully calls on the European Commission to examine the proportionality of the
flavor ban proposed by the Netherlands. National authorities should instead be encouraged to
take appropriate measures based on scientific evidence to achieve the intended objectives.

! https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nicotine-vaping-in-england-2022-evidence-

update/nicotine-vaping-in-england-2022-evidence-update-main-findings



