Croatian Dairy Purchasers
and Processors Association

Ref. No: 131/2019

Zagreb, 27 September 2019
To the European Commision (EC) -DG GROWTH
Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and
SMEs Directorate-General
DG GROW/B/2
N105 4/66
B-1049 Brussels
Email: GROW-B2@ec.europa.eu

Subject: Proposal for the Ordinance amending the Ordinance on Management of Packaging Waste
(TRIS Notification No 2019/372/HR)

Croatian Dairy Purchasers and Processors Association CroMilk welcome the opportunity to provide
comments on the proposal for Rules amending the Rules on packaging and packaging waste (TRIS
notification No 2019/372/HR).

Croatian Dairy Purchasers and Processors Association CroMilk is the independent professional trade
association grounded 2013 from the leading dairy companies in Republic of Croatia, with the goal to
promote and protect of their common interest and with the mission of providing dynamic leadership
and support to the all participants of the Croatian dairy industry, trough creation of the preconditions
and the favourable environment for the sustainable business of the processors of milk and for the fair
and successful market match.

This subjected Proposal of Ordinance is necessary to take in consideration with given Proposal for
Rules amending the Rules on packaging and packaging waste (TRIS Notification No 2019/371/HR).
There is also given the definition of beverages with included milk and liquid dairy products, where
we have doubts if this is right and in line with European legislation, because milk and liquid dairy
products are food and not the beverage. New Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 5 June 2019 on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the
environment doesn’t define beverages but beverage containers for food. Recital 12 of the mentioned
Directive gives examples of beverage containers to be considered as single-use plastic products. That
are beverage bottles or composite beverage packaging used for beer, wine, water, liquid refreshments,
juices and nectars, instant beverages or milk, but not cups for beverages as these are a separate
category of single-use plastic products for the purposes of this Directive. This definition of beverages
in Croatian proposal may be confusing in this matter, especially when it goes about liquid dairy
products.

CroMilk is Pariner Member of European Dairy Association.
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Deposit refund amount for plastic PET bottles in deposit refund system is prescribed in Article 5 and
by Article 6 is visible that this refundable amount in to the environmental Fund in the future first shall
pay the dairy industry, when marketing milk and liquid dairy products in packaging covered by the
deposit refund system on the market in Republic of Croatia. For our opinion this is burdensome,
especially for small and medium enterprises, and may to lead to obstacles of free movement of milk
and liquid dairy products on Croatian market which is part of single market of European Union.

Also in Article 6 is foreseen a different amounts of costs paid to collectors, which are mainly stores,
for manual or mechanical takeover of beverage packaging waste. That is burdensome for small and
medium enterprises on Croatian market and may lead to situation those small stores, which are not
obliged to collect beverage packaging waste and which do it today, to quit with this job.

Beside of transitory cost of the deposit refund amount for plastic PET bottles, there is foreseen an
additional non-refundable cost which shall in the future pay the Dairy industry per unit of single-use
plastic PET bottle intended for milk or liquid dairy product placed on the Croatian market, besides the
existing cost prescribed in Article 7. This cost will be new additional burden for dairy industry in
future when placing products in the single-use PET packaging on the market in Republic of Croatia.

From all above mentioned reasons, we believe that proposed measure in the legislative causing
burden, uncertainty and barrier for trade with milk and liquid dairy products on Croatian market.
From that reason we encourage European Commission and the Member States to take in
consideration mentioned concerns and possible barriers for trade, and submit the Detailed Opinion
under the TRIS procedure.

We thank you in advance for taking our views into consideration.
Best regards,
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