
 

 

 

Afaïa contribution, notification ref 2016/187/F 

 

We have some concerns with the Decree on the authorization procedure for natural 

substances of biostimulant use and would like to submit the following comments: 

The decree refers to “biostimulant use”. The term “biostimulant” is not defined in the 

decree nor in the French rural code which makes it unclear whether, under the French 

law, biostimulants are plant protection products or fertilizing products. Under the French 

Rural Code, natural substances of biostimulant use are mentioned under article L255-5 but 

are clearly encompassed in the scope of PNPP (Préparation Naturelle Peu Préoccupante) 

defined in article L253-1 which refers to plant protection products. Therefore the frontier 

between biostimulants and plant protection products is not clear and we expect 

confusion between the two types of products. This is reinforced by the type of substances 

that are mentioned in the article D4211-11 of the French Public Health Code (ie: nettle).  

We are concerned plant protection products will be placed on the market at a national 

level without proper evaluation. We are also concerned with the criteria for the evaluation 

by the French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety that are 

not defined in the Decree and that will not apply to the list of substances mentioned in article 

D4211-11 of the French Public Health Code. This will no doubt lead to unfair competition 

between biostimulants on the market and may be misleading to the users of natural 

substances of biostimulant use since the performance and claims of the products will not be 

assessed in some cases.  

We also would like to point the Decree has already been published in the Official Journal 

of the French Republic of 2016, April 30. In addition, the bylaw (Arrêté of April 27 2016) 

was also published in the Official Journal the same day, with the reference list of substances. 

This happened only 9 days after the notification to the European Commission and before 

the end of the three-month standstill period. Finally, the publication of this Decree on the 

authorization procedure for natural substances of biostimulant use is happening at a time 

where the European Union is conducting a harmonization work in the same field with the 

revision of the European regulation laying down the rules on the making available of 

fertilizing products on the market.  

 

 

 

Angers, July 22th 2016 


