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NMWE comments to the Austrian TRIS Notification 2021/262/A - Federal Act amending the Waste Management Act 2002 
             
              Brussels 29 July 2021

The European natural mineral and spring waters sector welcomes the opportunity to provide comments in the context of the notification of the Austrian Federal Act amending the Waste Management Act 2002 (AWG-Novelle Kreislaufwirtschaftspaket). 

While several provisions in the Decree aim to implement Directive (EU) 2019/904 on Single Use Plastics in Austria, others go beyond the aim and scope of the SUPD. 

Indeed, according to article 14b of the draft Decree, mandatory minimum quotas for refillable beverages will be applied by 2024 to retailers with surfaces over 400 m2. More specifically, at least a) 60% of beer and beer mixed beverages, b) 20% of mineral water, table water and soda, c) 10% of fruit and vegetable juice and nectar, d) 10% of soft drinks (e.g. lemonade, aromatized water, ice tea, energy drinks) and e) 10% of milk will have to be sold in reusable packaging.


NMWE comments  

Natural mineral and spring water producers are fully supportive of the EU objective to accelerate the transition to a circular economy. Our members are investing heavily in meeting (and even exceeding) the targets set out by the Single Use Plastics Directive (SUPD) on collection and recycled content. The result is that PET plastic bottles have become the most collected and recycled items in Europe, and our members are placing bottles on the market with increasing rates of recycled content. 

We fully support the proper and harmonized, implementation of the requirements of the SUPD across the European Union. 

Regarding the content of the notified Decree, we observe a potential disruption of EU’s internal market while the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive’s revision is on its way. Refillable quotas are being considered in this upcoming revision so it would be advisable for Member States to wait for the outcome of the revision work before deciding to adopt national measures in the field. In that way, beverage producers from other EU Member States will be able to deliver their products to the Austrian market and the free movements of goods will be preserved. 

Moreover, we believe that packaging legislation should be based on science (e.g. Life Cycle Assessment) and refillable systems are not a panacea (e.g. their benefit to the environment will depend on a number of criteria such as distances, weight).

More generally, beverage producers need to have legal certainty and long-term visibility so that their investments are being directed in the right place to improve collection and sorting infrastructures while preventing littering. The development of a patchwork of diverging national measures and policy options will act contrary to the overall objectives of circularity.

Overall, we believe that unilateral mandatory refillable quotas will disrupt EU’s internal market and we urge the Austrian government to wait for the revision of the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive, foreseen for Q4 2021. 
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