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4. 2023/0396/FI - COOC - Chemicals

5. Decision under section 45b, subsection 1 of the Chemicals Act to restrict the placing on the market of nicotine-
containing products

6. Nicotine pouches for oral use containing 20 mg or more of nicotine per pouch

7.

8. The Decision would prohibit the placing on the market in Finland of nicotine pouches with a nicotine dose of 20 mg or
more per pouch. The Decision would be issued because the sale of nicotine pouches has been liberalised as a result of
the change in interpretation of the Medicines Act.

Finland is preparing an amendment to the Tobacco Act, the aim of which is to issue further provisions on nicotine
pouches. However, the amendment to the Act is still pending and it is currently not known when the Act will enter into
force.

9. The purpose of the Decision is to prevent accidents related to nicotine poisoning. Strong nicotine pouches can cause
serious harm or danger to human health because ingested nicotine pouches can cause nicotine poisoning, which could
even be fatal. Nicotine pouches are especially dangerous for small children and babies, but high doses of nicotine can
also cause poisoning in adults.

10. Basic text references: The basic texts have been provided in connection with an earlier notification:
2023/0219/FIN

11. Yes

12. Additional information on the grounds of urgency are in the technical annex. There is no upper limit laid down on the
nicotine content of the products, although high levels of nicotine can lead to nicotine poisoning that could even be fatal.

13. No
14. No
15. Yes

16.

TBT aspects:

The draft is a technical regulation or a conformity assessment
The draft is not in conformity with an international standard
The draft has significant impact on international trade

SPS aspects:

The draft is a sanitary or phitosanitary measure

The content is not the same as that of an international standard; directive or recommendation
The draft has significant impact on international trade
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