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2. Ireland

3A. Enterprise Trade and Employment

3B. Health

4. 2024/0347/IE - X60M - Tobacco

5. Public Health (Tobacco) (Amendment) Bill 2024

6. Tobacco products

7.

8. The single purpose of this draft proposal is to raise the minimum legal age of sale of tobacco products in Ireland from
18 to 21
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9. Despite Ireland's comprehensive tobacco control laws, recent data on smoking levels here shows signs of a slowing
down in the decrease in prevalence here and even some slight increases.

According to the 2023 national Healthy Ireland survey, Ireland’s smoking prevalence for those aged 15 and over is 18%.
Prevalence was 17% in 2019, increased to 18% in 2021 (there was no survey in 2020) and has remained at 18% for 2022
and 2023.

The results from the 2019 European Schools Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs survey showed smoking prevalence in
young people in Ireland aged 15-16 at 14.4% which is an increase on the rate of 13% in 2015.

Tobacco smoking is both addictive and lethal and remains the biggest risk factor driving disability and death combined in
Ireland. Each year in Ireland an estimated 4,500 deaths are attributable to smoking and exposure to second-hand smoke.

In addition to the death toll, smoking and exposure to second-hand smoke cause an enormous range of preventable
illness and disability. In Ireland they are the cause of 13% of all cancers and account for 2% of day case admissions, 5%
of all inpatient admissions and 8% of all bed days at an estimated cost of €172 million in publicly funded hospitals . A
2016 estimate of the cost of smoking in Ireland in a single year (including the estimated loss of welfare to individuals
from contracting health conditions or dying prematurely) was €10.6 billion.

In the context of the continuing disease, disability and death caused by tobacco smoking, Ireland needs to take further
action in order to protect the health of its population.

10. References of the Basic Texts:

11. No

12.

13. No

14. No

15. Yes

16.
TBT aspects:
The draft is a technical regulation or a conformity assessment

SPS aspects: No
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