
Draft 26 August 2024

Decree of the Ministry of the Interior 

on smoke alarms 

By decision of the Ministry of the Interior, the following is enacted pursuant to section 17(5)
of the Rescue Act (379/2011), as it stands in Act 436/2023:

Section 1 

Number of smoke alarms in dwellings

Dwellings shall have at least one smoke alarm for every 60 square metres or part thereof of
the surface area on each floor or level of the dwelling.

Section 2

Number of smoke alarms in accommodation facilities and care homes

At least one smoke alarm shall be provided in each room in accommodation facilities and
care homes. The common areas of a fire compartment containing rooms for accommodation
shall have at least one smoke alarm for every 60 square metres or part thereof of the surface
area on each floor or level.

Section 3 

Placement of smoke alarms

Smoke alarms shall be installed on the ceiling of the room at a distance of not less than
0.5 m from the walls and other wall-like building elements. When installing a smoke alarm,
the product installation instructions must be followed if the smoke alarm cannot be mounted
on the ceiling.

Section 4 

Operation of any other device replacing the smoke alarm

If a facility has a fire alarm system or other such device rather than smoke alarms,  the
number and placement of smoke detectors shall meet the requirements stated in sections 1–3.
The smoke sensitivity of the detectors and the intensity of the alarm sound of the system shall
meet the minimum technical requirements for smoke alarms. 

Section 5 

Entry into force

This Decree enters into force on 1 January 2026. 



This  Decree  repeals  the  Decree  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  on  the  Placement  and
Maintenance of Fire Detectors (239/2009).

Helsinki, [day] [month] 20xx

Minister of the Interior Mari Rantanen
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