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2. Finland

3A. Ty6- ja elinkeinoministerid
Tyédllisyys ja toimivat markkinat -osasto
PL 32

FI-00023 VALTIONEUVOSTO
maaraykset.tekniset.tem@gov.fi

puh. +358 29 504 7022

3B. Sosiaali- ja terveysministerio
Turvallisuus ja terveys -osasto
PL 33

FI-00023 VALTIONEUVOSTO
Puhelin +358 295 16001
kirjaamo.stm@gov.fi

4.2024/0521/FI - C50A - Foodstuffs
5.

6. Finland would like to thank Spain for its comment. The Government Proposal under notification 2024/0521/FI will be
withdrawn, and a new Government Proposal has been prepared to include provisions on both domestic delivery and
cross-border distance selling.

The new Government Proposal to amend the Alcohol Act would explicitly establish the right of Finnish consumers to
purchase alcohol through distance selling procedures, including from other EU Member States. In the case of distance
selling, it would be permitted to purchase alcoholic beverages containing up to 80% by volume of ethyl alcohol.

A definition of cross-border distance selling would be added to the Alcohol Act, based on the definition of distance selling
provided in the Excise Duty Act (182/2010).

The Act would introduce a new alcohol delivery licence. A separate licence would thus be required for the delivery of
alcoholic beverages to customers from domestic retail sales, the state alcohol company, or through cross-border distance
selling. The licence would apply solely to the delivery of alcoholic beverages; cross-border distance selling itself would
not be a licensable or notifiable activity. The aim is to bring all instances of alcoholic beverage handover occurring in
Finland under regulatory supervision, to ensure, for example, that alcohol is not handed over unlawfully to minors or to
persons who are clearly intoxicated.
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Accordingly, just as with alcoholic beverages sold through domestic retail sales or by the state alcohol company, the
delivery of alcohol through cross-border distance selling must also be carried out by alcohol delivery operators as defined
in the law. However, in cross-border distance selling, it would not be required that every party in the delivery chain hold a
delivery licence; only the party who ultimately hands over the alcoholic beverages to the customer in Finland would need
to have the licence. The distance seller would be responsible for ensuring that the shipment is labelled as containing
alcoholic beverages and, separately, if it contains strong alcoholic beverages. If the distance seller personally delivers the
alcoholic beverage to the customer, they must apply for a licence to deliver alcoholic beverages.

The new Government Proposal will be notified in accordance with Directive (EU) 2015/1535. Further details of the
proposal will be available in the new notification and its annexes.
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