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Does not open the delays - N'ouvre pas de délai - Kein Fristbeginn - He ce npeasuxaa nepuof Ha NpekbcBaHe -
Nezahajuje prodleni - Fristerne indledes ikke - Kauula évapgn npobsouiag - No abre el plazo - Viivituste perioodi ei avata -
Maaraaika ei ala tasta - Ne otvara razdoblje kasnjenja - Nem nyitja meg a késéseket - Non fa decorrere la mora -
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2. Finland

3A. Ty6- ja elinkeinoministerid
Tydllisyys ja toimivat markkinat -osasto
PL 32

FI-00023 VALTIONEUVOSTO
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3B. Sosiaali- ja terveysministerid

Turvallisuus- ja terveysosasto

PL 33

FI-00023 VALTIONEUVOSTO
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5. Government proposal to Parliament for an Act amending the Alcohol Act
6. Alcoholic beverages

7.

Requirements which reserve access to particular providers

In general, the Proposal would increase the functioning of the market and competition, as it would permit all licence
holders for the delivery of alcoholic beverages to deliver alcoholic beverages. A licence for the delivery of alcoholic
beverages could be obtained, under the conditions required by the proposed Act, by all holders of a retail licence, the
government-owned alcohol company Alko and, for example, transport and food courier service providers. The delivery of
alcoholic beverages would be conditional on the alcoholic beverage having been purchased from a retail outlet or the
government-owned alcohol company Alko. The amendment would also allow microbreweries and vineyards in Finland to
deliver their farm wines and beers directly to the delivery address indicated by the consumer up to the percentage limit
approved for their retail sale. Previously, Finnish small vineyards and microbreweries have had the right to sell their
alcoholic beverages under their retail licence so that small vineyards have been allowed to sell alcoholic beverages with
an alcohol content of up to 13 % and microbreweries have been allowed to sell alcoholic beverages with an alcohol
content of up to 12 % at the place of production. The change would enable small vineyards and microbreweries to sell
their alcoholic beverages within the above-mentioned percentage limits to consumers also by delivery from the farm.
However, the volume of beverages produced by these vineyards and microbreweries during the calendar year would
remain unchanged. The vineyards could continue to produce up to 100 000 litres and microbreweries up to 500 000 litres
of alcoholic beverages per calendar year. The proposal would thus also increase the business opportunities for domestic
operators who legally sell alcoholic beverages, as well as for domestic vineyards and microbreweries. Furthermore, the
Proposal would create a level playing field for domestic operators vis-a-vis foreign alcohol sellers, as previously it was
possible, under certain conditions, to purchase alcohol by delivery to the address chosen by the customer from foreign
alcohol sellers, but not from domestic alcohol sellers.

The aim of the proposal is to implement the Government Programme of Prime Minister Petteri Orpo. In accordance with
the Government Programme, the Government will reform alcohol policy responsibly in a European direction and continue
the overall reform of the Alcohol Act carried out in 2018. The Government’s objective is to promote fair and open
competition.

The current legislation does not allow the supply of alcoholic beverages from a domestic retail outlet or from the
government-owned alcohol company to a location indicated by the buyer. The Alcohol Act would add provisions on the
supply of alcoholic beverages from domestic retail outlets directly to the recipient. The Proposal would equalise the
status of domestic operators in relation to foreign alcohol sellers.

The proposed regulation will allow for a new way of engaging in the alcohol industry in Finland and may therefore also
increase employment in the alcohol industry. This will help safeguard the freedom to conduct a business and the right to
work in a manner that is proportionate and consistent with the purpose and objective of the national Alcohol Act. The
Proposal would also equalise the status of domestic operators in relation to foreign alcohol sellers, since in the past it was
possible to purchase alcohol on delivery from foreign alcohol sellers under certain conditions, but not from domestic
alcohol sellers.

Directive 2006/123/EC on services in the internal market
8. It is proposed to amend the Alcohol Act.

Under the Proposal, the Alcohol Act would be amended to allow the government-owned alcohol company Alko Oy and
licensed retail operators to sell alcoholic beverages online and permit other retail distribution and collection options, such
as the supply of alcoholic beverages. Domestic sales for home delivery would comply with the derogations for craft
breweries, small breweries and farm wines, taking into account the existing strength limits for domestic retail sales.
Consequently, alcoholic beverages could also be delivered to purchasers from the point of retail sale of farm wines and
craft beers. According to the Proposal, the amendments would be implemented in a way that safeguards age limit
control.
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9. The proposal relates to the Government Programme of Prime Minister Petteri Orpo’s Government, one the aims of
which is to open the market and increase competition. In this respect, it has been agreed that the Government will
reform Finland’s alcohol policy responsibly towards a more European direction and continue the overall reform of the
Alcohol Act carried out in 2018.

Finland has previously notified the Commission of the Government’s proposal for an Act amending the Alcohol Act
(Notification 2024/387/Fl), but this notification was withdrawn as a result of the amendments made to the proposal.

10. Basic text references: The basic texts have been provided in connection with an earlier notification:
2016/0653/FIN

11. No
12.

13. No
14. No
15. Yes

16.
TBT aspects: No

SPS aspects: No
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