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1. MSG 001 IND 2025 0431 FR EN 07-08-2025 FR NOTIF

2. France

3A. Ministères économiques et financiers
Direction générale des entreprises
SCIDE/SQUALPI/PNRP
Bât. Sieyès -Teledoc 143
61, Bd Vincent Auriol
75703 PARIS Cedex 13

3B. Ministère de la Transition écologique, de la Biodiversité, de la Forêt, de la Mer et de la Pêche
Direction générale de la prévention des risques
SSEEC/SDSE/BPC
Tour Séquoia
1 place Carpeaux
92055 LA DÉFENSE CEDEX
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4. 2025/0431/FR - C00C - CHEMICALS

5. Decree on the prevention of risks arising from exposure to per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances

6. Cosmetic products containing PFAS.
Ski wax containing PFAS.
Textiles, clothing, footwear and waterproofing agents containing PFAS.

7.

8. Law No 2025-188 of 27 February 2025 on the protection of the population from risks associated with per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) provides for a ban on the use of PFAS above a residual concentration value for
cosmetics, ski wax and textiles.
The Decree that is the subject of this notification is adopted pursuant to Article 1(1) of Law No 2025-188 of 27 February
2025 on the protection of the population from risks associated with per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). On the
one hand, this Decree defines the PFAS concentration value beyond which the prohibitions on the use of PFAS in that
Article apply. On the other hand, it establishes a list of products that are exempt from these prohibitions.
This Decree is expected to be published in December 2025.
Concentration value:
Article D525-4, introduced by the Decree, sets the residual concentration value below which the prohibitions referred to
in points I and II of Article 1 of the Law do not apply.
The residual concentration value proposed by the Decree is defined by the following three cumulative conditions:
• for any PFAS measured by a targeted analysis, excluding polymers, the threshold is set at 25 parts per billion (ppb);
• for the total PFAS measured as the sum of targeted analyses of PFAS, where appropriate with prior degradation of
precursors, but excluding polymers, the threshold is set at 250 parts per billion (ppb);
• for PFAS including polymers, the threshold is set at 50 parts per million (ppm).
These values correspond to the thresholds proposed in the draft generic restriction on PFAS, which is currently under
discussion as part of the EU REACH regulation. They will facilitate the transition to the EU prohibitions when these enter
into force. Furthermore, these thresholds are compatible with the detection limits of the analytical methods used for
these substances.
List of exemptions from the prohibition from 1 January 2026:
The Law prohibits, from 1 January 2026, the manufacture, import, export and placing on the market of any cosmetic
products, wax products, textile clothing products, footwear, and waterproofing agents of textiles and footwear, containing
PFAS. However, the Law provides for an exemption for clothing and footwear to ensure a protective function for the user.
It calls for a Decree to specify these exemptions.
Article D525-2, introduced by the draft decree, specifies that these exemptions concern personal protective equipment
(PPE) as per the EU definition of personal protective equipment (Regulation (EU) 2016/425).
However, this EU Regulation excludes the armed forces and internal and civilian security forces from its scope.
Nevertheless, the Law does cover these uses. They are therefore mentioned in the draft decree.
It is proposed that the exemption for waterproofing agents cover agents intended for the maintenance of PPE.
List of exemptions from the prohibition from 1 January 2030:
The Law provides for a change in the scope of the prohibition, with it applying to all textiles from 1 January 2030. As a
result, the scope of exemptions will also change. The exemptions provided for in the Law from 1 January 2030 concern:
1. technical textiles for industrial purposes; and
2. textiles necessary for essential use or contributing to the exercise of national sovereignty, provided that there is no
alternative solution to the use of PFAS.
Article D525-3, introduced by the Decree, specifies these exemptions, which are as follows:
1. Technical textiles for industrial purposes. These may, for example, correspond to the following products:
o High-performance membranes used for filtration or separation processes;



EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
Single Market Enforcement
Notification of Regulatory Barriers

9. PFAS are very persistent, and many of these substances have hazardous properties. Most are mobile in water and are
found in groundwater, surface water and biota. Several studies have shown their presence in the blood of a large part of
the French population.
Some PFAS are considered carcinogenic, harmful to child development, and capable of triggering effects – even in low
concentrations – on organs such as the liver, and on the immune system. However, the data is insufficient to
quantitatively assess the effects of the majority of PFAS on human health and the environment. The highly persistent
nature of PFAS makes the long-term effects of their accumulation in the environment unpredictable.

In addition, the European Chemicals Agency is currently assessing a draft total restriction on the use of PFAS, which was
submitted by Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden on 13 January 2023 under the REACH
Regulation. The provisions of this Decree are intended to impose anticipatory management measures to deal with the
risk identified, in sectors that are highly exposed to the environment and for uses for which alternatives exist. These
provisions will be replaced by the REACH restriction from the date of its entry into application.

10. References to basic texts: There are no reference texts
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16.
TBT aspects: No

SPS aspects: No
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