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4. 2026/0185/FR - SERV60 - Internet services

5. Legislative provisions aimed at protecting minors from the risks to which they are exposed by the use of social
networks

6. Information Society Services

8. The purpose of this notification is to refer to the French bill aimed at protecting minors from the risks to which they are
exposed by the use of social networks, in its version from the Senate, which adopted the text on first reading, on 30
March, 2026, following that of the National Assembly, on 26 January 2026.

It focuses in particular on Article 1, which aims to enshrine in French law a rule prohibiting access to certain online social
networking services for minors under the age of fifteen. In its version from the National Assembly, Article 1 established a
principle of general prohibition. The version proposed by the Senate suggests prohibiting social networks deemed
harmful to children's development, which will be defined by decree, and making access to other social networks
conditional on parental authorisation.

9. This bill forms part of France’s priority action in the area of online child protection, at both national and European
levels.

Within the framework set by the Digital Services Act (DSA) and the guidelines on the protection of minors, published this
summer by the European Commission, Article 1 of the bill aims to establish a "digital majority" rule according to which
access to online social networking services is prohibited below a certain age.

Based on documented objective assessment of the risks to minors, particularly within the framework of the "Children -
Screens" expert commission, the draft text sets this threshold at fifteen years. This choice is consistent with the age set
in French law for the validity of consent from minors to the processing of their personal data. In France, it also
corresponds to the age of entry into higher secondary school, an important stage in adolescence and the journey of
young people towards their progressive autonomy.

The prohibition rule is inspired by other national provisions prohibiting the sale of certain products to minors (tobacco,
alcohol, etc.) for reasons of public health and safety, by prohibiting minors under fifteen years of age from accessing the
services concerned. It therefore aims to fall within the margin left to Member States to define their own legal frameworks.

The prohibition targets services provided by an online platform and integrating the functionalities of an online social
networking service, in particular to avoid making it impossible to prohibit certain online video sharing sites that do not fall
within the definition of social networks as defined by the Digital Markets Act (DMA).

The system distinguishes between two categories of services:

- services that may be detrimental to the physical, mental or moral development of children and adolescents due to the
content disseminated or the recommendation systems used, which present a particular risk and therefore justify their
being purely and simply prohibited to minors under fifteen years of age. The list of these services is established by order
of the minister in charge of digital affairs, taken after consultation with the audiovisual and digital communication
regulatory authority [I'Autorité de régulation de la communication audiovisuelle et numérique] (Arcom). Services flagged
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by Arcom that substantially replicate the content or recommendation systems of one of the services listed on this public
list (so-called "mirror" services) will also be considered equivalent to the services listed on this public list.

- other services not included on this list, which are accessible to minors aged fifteen, provided that they can provide proof
of the express prior agreement of their parents. This parental authorisation, which can be revoked at any time, also
specifies the conditions and limits of the minor's access to the service, in particular the nature of the accessible content,
the authorised time slots and the maximum duration of use.

The system also expressly excludes from its scope certain categories of services that do not present specific risks for
minors, such as online encyclopedias or platforms for developing and sharing free software.

The control and sanction regime of the rule is part of the governance scheme of the DSA regulation, placing Arcom at the
heart of the system, by virtue of its missions and prerogatives provided for by the regulation. Arcom is thus in charge of
directly monitoring compliance with the prohibiton by social networks established in France or outside the EU, after
consultation with the national commission for information technology and freedoms [Commission nationale de
I'informatique et des libertés] (CNIL) regarding age verification systems.

10. References to the relevant basic texts:
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16.
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