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Ordinance of the Federal Minister for Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection on the mandatory disclosure of information on the origin of meat, milk and eggs along the food supply chain

Simplified outcome-oriented impact assessment

	Submitting body:
	Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection

	Type of proposed legislation:
	Ordinance

	Current financial year:
	2021

	Entry into force/
effective date:
	2021


Preamble

Analysis of the problem
Food business operators advertising the origin of a food shall apply Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/775 laying down detailed rules for the application of Article 26(3) of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning information to consumers on food as regards the rules governing the indication of the country of origin or place of origin of the primary ingredient of a food, OJ L 131, 29.05.2018, p. 8.
It is sometimes difficult to obtain the necessary information along the supply chain in such a way that it is possible to obtain reliable information about the origin.

Objective(s)
Facilitate the promotion of origin for foodstuffs containing meat, milk and eggs.

Contents
The proposed legislation consists mainly of the following measures(s):
Based on Article 8(8) of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 concerning food information for consumers, OJ L 304, 22.11.2011, p. 18, as last amended by OJ L 327, 11.12.2015, p. 1, the disclosure of information on the origin of meat, milk and eggs in commercial documents along the food chain is specified.

Contribution to outcome objective or measure in the federal budget statement

The project contributes to the "Precautionary Protection of Consumer Health objective, in particular through safe food, consumer goods and cosmetic products, as well as sufficient clear information on food quality and nutrition. Ensuring animal health and animal welfare in order to meet consumers’ expectations and to ensure the movement of animals and goods", annexed to subdivision 24 "Health" in the Federal Budget Estimate for 2021.

The current measure does not have any financial impact on the Federal Government, provinces, municipalities or social insurance agencies.

Relationship with European Union legislation:
The project contains the necessary accompanying regulations on European Union regulations.
Special features of the procedure for creating the standard
Completed procedure for the provision of information pursuant to the Austrian Notification Act [Notifikationsgesetz] and the Directive transposed into Austrian law by means of said Act.
Data protection impact assessment pursuant to Article 35, EU General Data Protection Regulation
None

This impact assessment was prepared using version 5.9 of the outcome-oriented impact assessment tool (Hash ID: 292133561).
N O T E S
General part
Content:
The main purpose of this Regulation is to describe in greater detail the disclosure of information provided for in Article 8(8) of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on food information to consumers along the food chain in order to facilitate the dissemination of information on the origin of meat, milk and eggs along the food supply chain.
Costs:
No costs are to be expected for the federal government. No additional costs are incurred for other local authorities (institutions of the Länder according to § 24 LMSVG), as the traceability systems of companies are already under control.
Nor does the project have a significant financial impact on companies, since they can use their existing traceability systems when it comes to providing information.
Special part
Regarding § 1:
The purpose of this Regulation is to provide information on the origin of meat, milk and eggs by certain food businesses.
Regarding § 2:
The rules on which food businesses fall within the scope of this Regulation shall be laid down.
Regarding § 3:
The purpose of this provision is to clarify which food businesses are defined as dairy establishments or egg holdings and which dairy products are covered by the scope of this Regulation.
Regarding § 4:
The way in which information is disseminated within the supply chain is clarified by this provision.
The way in which meat of sheep, goats, pigs and poultry intended for further processing is provided for in Implementing Regulation (EU) No 1337/2013 as regards the indication of the country of origin or place of origin of fresh, chilled or frozen pigmeat, sheepmeat, goat and poultrymeat, OJ L 335, 14.12.2013, p. 19, as corrected by OJ L 95, 29.03.2014, p. 70, is already based on an information model.
The obligation to indicate the origin of unpacked beef already exists under Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 establishing a system for the identification and registration of bovine animals and the labelling of beef and beef products, OJ L 204, 11.08.2000, p. 1, as last amended by Regulation (EU) No 653/2014, OJ L 189, 27.06.2014, p. 33. Therefore, there was no need for a regulation in this respect.
The indication of the place where the animal was milked was chosen as the indication of origin for the milk, as this is most appropriate to the understanding of consumers, their expectations and their interest in the indication of origin.
The indication of the place where an egg has been laid is the decisive criterion for the perception of consumers and their expectations regarding information on origin.
The indication “country”, “countries”, “EU”, “non-EU” or “EU and non-EU” shall be used on the basis of the labelling provisions laid down in Article 2 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/775.
Regarding § 5:
In order to ensure that the competent authorities are able to verify the indications of origin for official control, food business operators shall use appropriate documentation, systems or procedures. For this purpose, the existing traceability systems referred to in Article 18 of Basic Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety, OJ L 31, 01.02.2002, p. 1, as last amended by Regulation (EU) 2019/1381, OJ L 231 of 6 September 2019, may be used. The mandatory indication of origin in the commercial documents (accompanying documents, delivery notes) therefore entails minimal extra effort. The dissemination of information within the framework of merchandise management can take place both digitally and non-digital form.
Regarding § 6:
A provision for entry into force shall be laid down.
Regarding § 7:
This Regulation shall be transmitted to the European Commission in accordance with Directive (EU) 2015/1535 laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical regulations, OJ L 241, 17.09.2015, p. 1, and in accordance with Article 45 LMIV.



