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ACT
Agri-food Chain Management

Chapter One
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. (1) This Act shall govern:
1. competent authorities and administrations carrying out the state policy, official controls and risk assessment along the agri-food chain;
2. the functions of the authorities associated with the exchange of information about risks along the agri-food chain;
3. the general requirements for performing official controls and other official activities along the agri-food chain on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria;
4. the specific requirements for performing official controls and other official activities with regard to food on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria;
5. the terms and conditions for:
a) drafting and implementation of a multi-annual national control plan (MANCP);
b) setting out national reference laboratories, laboratories for official controls and sampling along the agri-food chain;
6. the coordination and interaction of the official control authorities with other administrative bodies along the agri-food chain;
7. implementation of administrative assistance and cooperation in the agri-food chain sector between the competent authorities of the Republic of Bulgaria, those of other Member States, the European Commission (EC) and other EU institutions, including the use on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria of the information and data management systems of the EC related to official controls;
8. the measures taken in the event of crisis and emergency situations along the agri-food chain;
9. the financing of the agri-food chain activities.
(2) The activities under the Act are based on the general principles and requirements provided for in Regulation (EC) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (ОJ L 95, 7/4/2017), hereinafter referred to as Regulation (EC) 2017/625.

Article 2. The provisions of Chapter Three ‘Official controls along the agri-food chain’ shall apply in relation to the official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the verification of compliance with the legislation in the fields laid down in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625.

Article 3. The specific requirements when performing official controls on the components of the agri-food chain, except for food, shall be established by specific legal acts in accordance with Articles 12 to 18. The requirements for exercising official controls on food are governed by the Food Act and the Agri-food Chain Management Act.

Chapter Two
COMPETENT AUTHORITIES IN THE AGRI-FOOD CHAIN
Section I
Authorities carrying out state policy

Article 4. (1) The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, the Minister for Health and the Minister for the Economy shall implement the state policy across the agri-food chain.
(2) The Minister for the Environment and Water shall implement the state policy regarding the release of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) into the environment pursuant to the Genetically Modified Organisms Act.
Article 5. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall implement the state policy on:
1. plant health and plant products;
2. animal and aquaculture health – reared or wild, embryos and germinal products;
3. animal welfare;
4. veterinary medicinal products and the use of in vitro diagnostic veterinary medical devices;
5. feed;
6. safety, protection of consumer health and interests in the production, distribution and placing on the market of food, except for bottled natural mineral, spring and table water, ethyl alcohol and distillates of agricultural origin and spirit drinks;
7. animal by-products and derived products;
8. genetically modified food and feed;
9. laboratories carrying out analysis in the agri-food chain at the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry;
10. zoonoses;
11. plant reproductive material and plant genetic resources;
12. genetic resources in livestock and breeding them;
13. residues of veterinary medicinal products;
14. plant protection products, fertilisers, soil improvers and soil substrates;
15. smoke condensates, primary tar fractions and smoke flavourings;
16. the wine sector;
17. organic production and labelling of organic products;
18. the use and labelling of protected designations of origin, protected geographical indications and traditional specialities guaranteed;
19. the use of the term ‘mountain product’ as an optional quality term;
20. production, trade and use of GMOs in the agri-food chain.

Article 6. The Minister for Health shall implement the state policy on:
1. safety, protection of consumer health and interests in the production, distribution and placing on the market of bottled natural mineral, spring and table water;
2. prevention of the spread of infections transmitted to humans through food and water;
3. health claims made in the food supply, pursuant to Article 2(2)(5) of Regulation (EU) No 1924/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 December 2006 on nutrition and health claims made on foods (ОJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 15, Volume 18);
4. laboratories carrying out analysis along the agri-food chain in the Ministry of Health system;

Article 7. The Minister for the Economy shall implement the state policy on safety and quality in the production of ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin, distillates of agricultural origin and spirit drinks.

Article 8. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry and the Minister for Health shall jointly implement the state policy on:
1. safety, protection of consumer health and interests in the production, processing and placing on the market of:
a) novel foods;
b) foods irradiated with ionising radiation;
c) foods intended for infants and young children, foods for special medical purposes, total diet replacement for weight control and foods that contain vitamins, minerals and certain other substances; 
2. provision of food information;
3. additives, enzymes and flavourings in foods;
4. contaminants in food;
5. residues of pesticides in food;
6. material and articles intended to come into contact with food;
7. assessment of the risk to human or animal health;
8. national, approved or industry food standards;
9. food additives;
10. foodstuffs intended for use in case of intense muscular effort.

Heading ІІ
Authorities performing official controls

Article 9. (1) Official controls on the agri-food chain shall be carried out by:
1. the Ministry of the Economy;
2. the Ministry of the Environment and Water;
3. the Commission for Consumer Protection;
4. the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency (BFSA);
5. the Regional Health Inspectorates;
6. the Executive Agency for Plant Variety Testing, Field Inspection and Seed Control; 
7. the Executive Agency for Selection and Reproduction in Animal Husbandry;
8. the Vine and Wine Executive Agency.
(2) The administrations pursuant to Article 1 are competent authorities within the meaning of Article 4 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
(3) The official control, referred to in Article 1, carried out within the structures of the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Defence shall be carried out by dedicated specialised units. The staff of these units shall meet the requirements laid down in Article 5(4) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 10. The ministers referred to in Article 4(1) and the heads of administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8) may delegate to a control authority the performance of activities related to official controls and other official activities of bodies with delegated powers or natural persons in compliance with the provisions of Articles 28 to 33 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 11. (1) When delegating activities under Article 10, the respective head shall notify the European Commission in writing. The notification shall specify the activities to be delegated, as well as the control authority, the delegated bodies or natural persons entrusted with their implementation.
(2) The heads of administrations under Article 10, by order or by contract, shall designate a body for approval and supervision of the control authority, the delegated body or natural persons, related to the official control or other official activities, to whom official control activities are delegated.
(3) The order or the contract under paragraph 2 shall set out the obligations of the control authority to whom the performance of activities related to official controls is delegated and of other official activities of the delegated bodies or natural persons, the manner of delegation, the method of financing the tasks of the respective persons, as well as how to establish compliance with the conditions for the delegation of tasks specified in Article 29(1)(b) and in Article 30(1)(b) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
(4) The heads of administrations under Article 10 shall carry out controls over the performance of delegated activities related to the official controls, as well as over compliance with the requirements referred to in Articles 29 to 32 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
(5) The heads of administrations under Article 10 shall divest the authority of the power to perform delegated activities related to official controls in compliance with the conditions and under the terms of Article 33 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 12. The Bulgarian Food Safety Agency shall carry out official controls under the terms of this Act, the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency Act, the Food Act, the Veterinary Practice Act, the Feeds Act, the Genetically Modified Organisms Act, the Livestock Act, the Beekeeping Act, the Plant Protection Act, the Animal Protection Act, the Fisheries and Aquaculture Act, the Act on the Application of the Common Organisation of the Markets of Agricultural Products of the European Union, and the regulations for their implementation.

Article 13. The Regional Health Inspectorates shall carry out official controls under this Act, the Food Act, the Health Act, and the regulations for their implementation.

Article 14. The Regional Inspectorates of the Environment and Water shall monitor the release of GMOs into the environment, in accordance with Article 108(1)(2) of the Genetically Modified Organisms Act.

Article 15. The Executive Agency for Plant Variety Testing, Field Inspection and Seed Control shall carry out controls under the terms of this Act, the Plant Reproductive Material Act, the Genetically Modified Organisms Act, and the regulations for their implementation.

Article 16. The Executive Agency for the Selection and Reproduction in Animal Husbandry shall carry out controls under the terms of this Act, the Livestock Act, the Genetically Modified Organisms Act, the Beekeeping Act, and the regulations for their implementation.

Article 17. The Vine and Wine Executive Agency shall carry out controls under the terms of this Act, the Wine and Spirit Drinks Act, the Act on the Application of the Common Organisation of the Markets of Agricultural Products of the European Union, and the regulations for their implementation.

Article 18. The Ministry of the Economy and the Commission for Consumer Protection shall carry out controls under the terms of this Act, the Wine and Spirit Drinks Act, and the regulations for their implementation.

Article 19. (1) Higher education institutions and training centres shall organise training programmes for the different target groups, related to the areas referred to in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625. The training programmes require approval by the heads of administrations under Article 9(1)(3-8).
(2) The programmes under paragraph 1 shall be approved by the heads of administrations pursuant to Article 9(1)(3–8) in consultation with the Centre for Risk Assessment Along the Food Chain.

Heading ІІІ
Authorities carrying out risk assessment along the agri-food chain and the exchange of risk information along the agri-food chain


Article 20. The risk assessment along the agri-food chain shall be carried out by the Centre for Risk Assessment Along the Food Chain to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry under the terms of the Centre for Risk Assessment Along the Food Chain Act.

Article 21. (1) The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry:
1. shall coordinate the activities related to the exchange of risk information pursuant to Article 3(13) and Article 10 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety (OJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 15, Volume 8), hereinafter referred to as Regulation (EC) No 178/2002;
2. shall notify the European Commission and other Member States of risks within its competence arising in the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria;
3. shall notify the World Organisation for Animal Health through the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency on outbreaks of contagious animal diseases, as well as the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation on plant pests;
4. shall notify the European Food Safety Authority through the Centre for Risk Assessment Along the Food Chain about analysed risks associated with the safety of the agri-food chain.
(2) The Ministry of Health shall inform the World Health Organization, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, the European Commission, the European Food Safety Authority and the other Member States about risks that have arisen in the country, within their competence.

Article 22. (1) The ministers under Article 4(1), the heads of administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8), the Centre for Risk Assessment Along the Food Chain and the interested parties shall exchange information during the process of analysis and exchange of information regarding the hazards, risks and the related factors. 
(2) The exchange of risk information along the agri-food chain shall include:
1. issues related to the implementation of the requirements of the European Union agri-food chain legislation;
2. signals or information related to components along the agri-food chain;
3. information related to the coordination and control of the diseases of plants, animals and zoonoses;
4. other issues related to risks along the agri-food chain.

Article 23. (1) The ministers under Article 4(1) and the heads of administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8) shall, within their competencies, examine every signal received by other administrative authorities or persons that is connected with a request for assistance or information.
(2) Upon receipt of a signal under paragraph 1, the corresponding administrative authority shall: 
1.register the signal;
2. verify the facts and circumstances described in the signal and shall take the necessary action in the event of any established non-conformities with the regulations;
3. inform the sender about the actions taken under subparagraph 2.

Chapter Three
OFFICIAL CONTROLS ALONG THE AGRI-FOOD CHAIN
Section I
General requirements for performing controls along the agri-food chain 

Article 24. (1) Controls along the agri-food chain shall be carried out on the components of the agri-food chain in compliance with the requirements of Regulation (EC) No 2017/625, the European Union agri-food chain legislation, this Act and the special regulations under Articles 12 to 18.
(2) The heads of administrations referred to in Article 9(1)(3–8), of the control authorities delegated to perform activities related to official controls or other official activities, shall approve written procedures for carrying out official controls and control verification procedures, if these have not been set out in a law or regulation. 
(3) The procedures laid down in paragraph 2 are public and are updated and adjusted as necessary.
(4) Written records as required by Article 13 of Regulation (EC) 2017/625 shall be prepared for controls along the agri-food chain.
(5) Persons exercising control over the agri-food chain shall undergo training pursuant to Article 5(4) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625 and according to the specifics of their activities.

Article 25. (1) The heads of administrations referred to in Article 9(1)(3–8) shall: 
1. publish, at least once a year, information concerning the organisation and the performance of official controls;
2. approve procedures ensuring that the inaccuracies in the information made available to the public under subparagraph 1 shall be corrected in a timely manner. 
(2) The procedures laid down in paragraph 1, subparagraph 2 contain also information on the controls carried out in relation to business operators.
(3) The procedure for providing information on the classification of operators as a result of the control exercised under Article 11(3) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 is established by a regulation of the Council of Ministers.

Article 26. (1) The control authority may clarify the circumstances of the complaints and publications and provide the requested evidence, at the request of a business operator, in compliance with the information confidentiality requirement subject to professional secrecy, in accordance with Article 8 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
(2) The heads of administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8) shall approve rules for the procedure and manner of providing information and evidence under paragraph 1, and the results of the supervision carried out.

Article 27. In addition to the methods and techniques referred to in Article 14 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, officials carrying out official controls along the agri-food chain:
1. Are obliged to immediately take, without the need for consent of the persons performing activities along the agri-food chain, the necessary measures for the prevention, control and eradication of animal diseases, zoonoses and toxic infections in people, plant pests and eradicate crises associated with the components of the agri-food chain; 
2. have the right to require the submission of information, records, documents and other evidence, including the names and addresses of the persons from whom they have received and/or to whom components of the agri-food chain have been delivered.

Article 28. (1) Control authorities under Article 9(1)(3–8), in accordance with the activities they control and depending on the severity of the established violations of the regulatory requirements, shall apply one or more of the measures referred to in Article 138 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, as well as:
1. prescribe ways to address any detected non-compliance with the regulatory requirements, specifying, where appropriate, the actions that the respective operator shall take to correct the non-compliance and prevent its recurrence;
2. close an establishment where an activity is carried out without being approved or registered in the appropriate manner; in this case the measures pursuant to Article 138(2)(g) and (h) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 shall also apply.
3. suspend the activity of establishments where the agri-food chain activities are carried out without paying the fees specified in the tariffs pursuant to the specific laws, more than three months from the moment of indebtedness.
(2) The measures laid down in Article 138(2)(d), (g), (h), (j) and (k) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 shall also apply in the case of unavailable access or assistance under Article 15(1) and (2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
(3) The measures under Article 138(2)(g), (h), (i) and (k) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 shall also apply in case of a danger to human, animal and plant health that is not due to a violation of regulations and does not present a risk pursuant to Article 69. In these cases, the implementation of the measures shall be at the expense of the state budget.
(4) When applying the measure under Article 138(2)(g) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, the officials carrying out controls shall affix certification marks and/or indications (for distance marketing of components of the agri-food chain) for which a protocol shall be drawn up.
(5) The implementation of measures under Article 138(1–3) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 shall not relieve such responsible persons of administrative criminal liability unless they are subject to a more severe punishment.
(6) When imposing a measure pursuant to Article 138(2)(h) and (j) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, as well as under paragraph 1, subparagraph 2, the control body, which imposed the respective measure, within three days shall notify in writing the other administrations performing control functions in the establishment to take actions within their competence for the implementation of the imposed measure.

Article 29. (1) The measures under Article 28(1) shall apply:
1. in accordance with Article 28(1)(1), under direction of the official carrying out official controls;
2. under Article 28(1)(2) and (3), by an order issued by the head of the respective administration under Article 11(1) or a person authorised by the latter.
(2) The measures pursuant to Article 138(2) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625 shall be applied:
1. In accordance with Article 138(2)(a), (b), (c) and (e) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625, under direction of the official carrying out official controls;
2. pursuant to Article 138(2)(d), (g) and (i) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, by an order issued by the head of the respective administration in accordance with Article 9(1) or the instruction of the official veterinarian controlling the establishment, where applicable;
3. under Article 138(2)(f), (h), (j) and (k) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, by an order issued by the head of the respective administration pursuant to Article 9(1) or a person authorised by him or in accordance with the special laws pursuant to Articles 12 to 18, by the act specified in the respective law.
(3) Upon eliminating the infringements, for which measures under Article 138 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 and Article 28(1)(2) and (3) have been applied, the control authority shall check and prepare a written record with an opinion on the suspension of the respective measure. A copy of the document shall be delivered to the business operator or an authorised representative and signed. The measure shall be lifted by a higher administrative body or an official expressly empowered by it.
(4) The individual administrative acts under paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be notified and may be appealed in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Administrative Procedure Code. An appeal shall not lead to a suspension of execution.

Article 30. (1) An establishment where agri-food chain activities are carried out shall be registered or approved by the official control authorities under Article 9(1)(3–8), when a requirement is set out in a special law and the following has been issued:
1. enforced permission for use under Article 177(2) of the Spatial Planning Act, where applicable;
2. a certificate of commissioning under Article 177(3) of the Spatial Planning Act, where applicable;
3. a building permit for economic and secondary buildings under Article 41(1) of the Spatial Planning Act;
4. permission for placement under Article 56(2) of the Spatial Planning Act of movable sites.
(2) Built greenhouses under Article 151(1)(3) of the Spatial Planning Act shall be registered only on the basis of an application.
(3) The establishments of natural persons where animals are kept for personal needs shall be registered in accordance with the Veterinary Practice Act.

Article 31. The official control authorities of the agri-food chain shall:
1. be included in the composition of the expert councils for spatial planning;
2. coordinate development plans, when provided for in the Spatial Planning Act; 
3. participate in the conformity assessment of investment projects when it is carried out with the approval of the panel of the approving administration or at the request of natural or legal persons;
4. give opinions on the readiness of the constructions to be put into service or shall participate in the composition of the state acceptance committees for establishments of the agri-food chain, in accordance with the Spatial Planning Act.

Article 32. (1) The official control authorities shall maintain public electronic registers of the registered and approved establishments with free access via the internet.
(2) The registers shall be created and maintained under the conditions of electronic exchange of documents and interconnection with other electronic registers of the official control authorities.
(3) The administrative proceedings and the registration of the issued acts shall be carried out by means of electronic exchange of documents.
(4) The registration acts and the approval certificates of the establishments where agri-food chain activities are carried out may be issued as electronic documents, whereby the bodies carrying out official controls along the agri-food chain, and, if necessary, other bodies, may receive automatic access to the information from the respective register, under the conditions of interconnection of registers.

Article 33. (1) Business operators that have the right to a second expert opinion, pursuant to Article 35(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, shall submit a written application as referred to in the provisions of Article 55(3).
(2) To guarantee the right under paragraph 1, the competent authorities pursuant to Article 9(1) shall take a sufficient amount of laboratory samples in accordance with the rules laid down in the regulations under Article 55(3).
(3) Charges for a second expert opinion under paragraph 1 shall be borne by the business operator.
(4) Where there is a dispute between the competent authorities and the business operator within the meaning of Article 35(3) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, a new test shall be carried out at the national reference laboratory, a reference laboratory of another Member State or by another official laboratory designated by them. The result of the test or diagnosis is final.
(5) The request for a second expert opinion shall not suspend the implementation of the measures imposed by the competent authorities in the cases pursuant to Article 35(4) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 34. The official control along the agri-food chain shall also be carried out on complaints and publications.

Article 35. The ministers referred to in Article 4(1) and the heads of the administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8), in accordance with their competences, shall approve by an order rules containing mechanisms pursuant to Article 140(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 on the reporting of infringements or suspected violations of this Act and of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 36. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, at the proposal of the executive director of the BFSA, shall notify the European Commission of the points of entry of the agri-food chain components, in cases where control of their entry is required, in accordance with applicable EU law.

Article 37. (1) The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, at the proposal of the executive director of the BFSA, shall issue an order establishing a list of border control posts for official controls of one or more categories of animals and goods referred to in Article 47(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
(2) Prior to the designation of a border control post for official controls, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall, upon a proposal of the executive director of the BFSA, notify the European Commission. The designation of a border control post for official controls is carried out in accordance with Article 59 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
(3) The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall notify the European Commission and the other Member States of the withdrawal of the designation of a border control post, as provided for in Article 62(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, and of the reasons for the withdrawal.
(4) The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall notify the European Commission and the other Member States of the suspension of the designation of a border control post within the meaning of Article 63 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 and of the reasons for the suspension.
(5) The list of border control posts under paragraph 1 shall be published on the web page of the BFSA and shall contain the information referred to in Article 60(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 38. (1) The heads of the administrations pursuant to Article 9(1)(3–8) shall designate by an order employees who are authorised to sign official certificates.
(2) The staff under paragraph 1 shall meet the requirements pursuant to Article 88(2) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625.
(3) The heads of the administrations pursuant to Article 9(1)(3–8) shall approve by an order the rules ensuring the prevention of issuing false or misleading official certificates or their misuse.

Heading ІI
Specific requirements for official food controls

Article 39. The Bulgarian Food Safety Agency shall conduct official controls of foodstuffs in accordance with the requirements of Union law with regard to food, this Act, the Food Act and regulations for their implementation.

Article 40. Official controls on foods of animal origin shall be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the delegated acts and the implementing acts adopted pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2017/625 and Regulation (EC) No 178/2002.

Article 41. (1) The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall determine in a regulation the measures for the control of:
1. environmental contaminants found in animals, the foods of animal origin, feed materials, compound and medicated feed, drinking water that comes into contact with raw materials and foods of animal origin, and water in rearing and farming establishments of fish and other aquatic organisms;
2. the residues of veterinary medicinal products (VMP) in foods of animal origin and water in the farming and rearing establishments of fish and other aquatic organisms. 
(2) For exercising control under paragraph 1, the BFSA shall develop and implement annually a National Monitoring Programme.
(3) The Bulgarian Food Safety Agency shall submit the programme, referred to in paragraph 2, for the current year, for approval by the European Commission.
(4) The Bulgarian Food Safety Agency shall inform the European Commission annually of the results related to the programme implemented the previous year.

Article 42. The specific health requirements for food-producing animals shall be set out in a regulation by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry.

Article 43. (1) At the proposal of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, the Council of Ministers shall adopt a National Programme for the Prevention and Reduction of Food Loss.
(2) The activities under the national programme shall be financed from the state budget within the budget of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry and other participating agencies, and may be supported through other financial sources.

Article 44. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall determine by regulation the requirements for the implementation of pilot projects of limited time and scope for evaluating alternative practical conditions for carrying out official controls of meat production in accordance with Article 18(9) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 45. When carrying out official controls on animals, the foods of animal origin, germinal products or animal by-products at border control posts, the decision on consignments of fishery products, live bivalve molluscs, live echinoderms, live tunicates and live marine gastropods intended for human consumption, in addition to an official veterinarian, may also be taken by appropriately trained staff who have been specifically designated for that purpose by an order of the executive director of the BFSA, in accordance with the requirements laid down in Article 55(3) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 46. (1) Official controls at production and processing establishments of meat of domestic ungulates, poultry and lagomorphs and game meat shall be carried out by official veterinarians and inspectors.
(2) The official veterinarians under paragraph 1 shall meet the requirements laid down in Article 9(2) of the Veterinary Practice Act and have all powers pursuant to the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 of 15 March 2019 laying down uniform practical arrangements for the performance of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human consumption in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council and amending Commission Regulation (EC) No 2074/2005 as regards official controls (ОJ L 131, 17 May 2019).
(3) The inspectors under paragraph 1 shall perform controls under the supervision of an official veterinarian.

Article 47. (1) The emergency slaughter of animals shall be carried out under the supervision of an official veterinarian or an inspector:
1. in slaughterhouses after the regular slaughter;
2. outside the slaughterhouses under subparagraph 1, when it is impossible to transport the animals to them.
(2) Sanitary slaughter of animals shall be carried out under the control of an official veterinarian or an inspector in slaughterhouses after the regular slaughter. 
(3) The meat of animals that have undergone emergency slaughter outside the slaughterhouse shall be marked with a 3.5 cm long triangular seal, containing the words ‘emergency slaughter.’
(4) In the case of sanitary slaughter, depending on the results of the official controls carried out, the official veterinarian shall decide on the type of health marking and the intended use of the meat.
(5) In case of a complicated epizootic situation, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall oblige the slaughterhouse business operators to carry out sanitary slaughter at their slaughterhouses. The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall approve a list of slaughterhouses that carry out sanitary slaughter at the proposal of the executive director of the BFSA. 
(6) The list under Article 5 is published on the website of the BFSA.

Article 48. It is forbidden to:
1. place on the market foods of animal origin obtained from emergency or sanitary slaughter, for which no official control has been carried out;
2. return food from wholesale and retail outlets to production sites, except in the cases referred to in Article 19 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002;
3. place on the market food unfit for human consumption.

Article 49. (1) In order to be issued a certificate for the export of foodstuffs of animal origin or other document, the exporter shall submit an application form to the director of the Regional Food Safety Directorate (RFSD) stating the following:
1. the country of destination of the consignment;
2. the type and the quantity of the foods of animal origin;
3. the veterinary registration number and the name of the establishment from which the consignment is exported;
4. the border control post through which the export takes place;
5. additional requirements for the product of the country to which it is exported, if any.
(2) The official veterinarian controlling the establishment shall check the conformity of the consignment with the data pursuant to paragraph 1 and shall issue a report of the performed check.
(3) After loading the consignment, the veterinarian under paragraph 2 shall issue a certificate and/or another document to which the seal of the respective RFSD, the stamp of the official veterinarian and the seal with the veterinary registration number of the establishment is affixed.
(4) After issuing the documents pursuant to paragraph 3, the official veterinarian shall notify the official veterinarian at the border control post from where the consignment leaves the country.
(5) A refusal to issue the certificate under paragraph 1 shall be notified and be subject to appeal under the Administrative Procedure Code.

Article 50. Damages caused by incomplete or incorrect information pursuant to Article 49 are at the expense of the exporter.

Article 51. (1) Official veterinarians shall by order refer to the disposal of foods of animal origin where they:
1. establish that they are unfit for consumption or dangerous to human and/or animal health;
2. establish that they are of unknown origin;
3. ascertain that they have been introduced in breach of the requirements of the applicable legislation;
4. official information has been received that they are dangerous to human and/or animal health;
5. establish that they have been produced, processed or distributed in establishments which are not registered or approved in accordance with the provisions of the Food Act;
6. the food has been obtained from animals reared in holdings, which are not registered in accordance with Article 137 of the Veterinary Practice Act. 
(2) In the cases laid down in paragraph 1, the official veterinarian shall draw up a protocol describing the type, quantity, number and other characteristics of the food to be destroyed. 
(3) The protocol shall be an integral part of the order referred to in paragraph 1.

Article 52. The harm and loss of benefits ensuing from the imposed bans under Article 51 are at the expense of owners of establishments subject to controls. 

Heading III
Multi-annual national control plan

Article 53. (1) In order to carry out official control effectively along the agri-food chain, the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, in coordination with the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of the Economy, shall develop and update a multi-annual national control plan (MNCP) in accordance with Articles 109 to 113 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625. 
(2) The multi-annual national control plan shall be prepared in accordance with Commission Decision No 2007/363/EC of 21 May 2007 on guidelines to assist Member States in preparing the single integrated multi-annual national control plan provided for in Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council (OJ L 138, 30 May 2007).
(3) The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry is the authority that coordinates the preparation of the MNCP between all the competent authorities responsible for carrying out official controls, ensures coherence with the MNCP, gathers information on the implementation of the MNCP and reviews and updates it, if necessary, pursuant to Article 109(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 54. (1) The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall prepare and send to the European Commission an annual report on the implementation of the MNCP.
(2) The ministers referred to in Article 4(1) and the heads of administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8) shall submit to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry on an annual basis, and not later than 30 April, an annual report on the implementation of the MNCP for the previous year.
(3) When presenting the data referred to in paragraph 2, it shall comply with the format laid down in Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/723 of 2 May 2019 laying down rules for the application of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the standard form to be used in the annual reports submitted by Member States (OJ L 124, 13 May 2019).
(4) The control authorities shall be responsible for the implementation of the MNCP according to the competencies under this Act and the special laws under Articles 12 to 18.

Heading IV
Terms and conditions for sampling and the designation of laboratories for the purposes of official controls and national reference laboratories

Article 55. (1) Sampling and analysis, tests and diagnosis of food and feed shall be carried out in accordance with the requirements of European Union law.
(2) Sampling and analysis, tests and diagnoses of plants and plant products, plant protection products, plant reproductive material for the purposes of zootechnical checks shall be carried out in accordance with applicable EU law and national legislation in this area.
(3) The terms and conditions for the sampling and analysis, tests and diagnoses of components of the agri-food chain, for which there are no requirements under European law or national legislation, shall be set out by a regulation of the minister concerned under Article 4.

Article 56. (1) Analyses of samples, tests and diagnoses for the purposes of official controls shall be carried out in laboratories of the administrations under Article 9(1) or in other laboratories that meet the criteria laid down in Article 37(4) and (5) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625.
(2) The heads of the administrations pursuant to Article 9(1) shall determine by order the official laboratories where analyses, tests and diagnoses of components of the agri-food chain are carried out for the purpose of performing official controls, in compliance with the requirements laid down in Article 37(1), (3), (4) and (5) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625. The list of designated laboratories shall be published on the website of the corresponding administration.
(3) The rules and procedure for the designation of official laboratories shall be determined by procedures approved by the head of the respective administration under Article 9(1).
(4) When there is no laboratory on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria that meets the criteria laid down in Article 37(4) and (5) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, the heads of administrations under Article 9(1), in accordance with their competences, shall designate by order a laboratory located in another Member State or in a third country, which is a contracting party to the Agreement on the European Economic Area, as an official laboratory, in compliance with the requirements of Article 37(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
(5) When a certain laboratory, included in one or more lists under paragraph 2, does not fulfil the conditions set out in Article 37(4) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625, the corresponding minister under Article 9(1) shall delete it from the list by order.
(6) The order under paragraph 5 shall be notified and may be appealed in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Administrative Procedure Code. An appeal shall not lead to a suspension of execution.
(7) The ministers pursuant to Article 4(1) and the heads of the administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8) may designate by order an official laboratory which does not comply with Article 37(4)(e), provided that the laboratory meets the requirements of Article 40 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 57. (1) The ministers under Article 4, in accordance with their competences, shall set out by order national reference laboratories for the study of the components of the agri-food chain that meet the criteria under Article 100(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625.
(2) The ministers under Article 4 shall inform the European Commission, the respective European Union reference laboratory and those of other Member States of the national reference laboratories designated by them.

Chapter Four 
COORDINATION AND COOPERATION WITH OTHER AUTHORITIES

Article 58. When carrying out official controls on the introduction of food and feed subject to increased controls within the meaning of Article 47(1)(d) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, as well as of live animals and foods of animal origin on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria from third countries, the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency shall cooperate with the Customs Agency, pursuant to the requirements of Article 75(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 and Articles 6 and 7 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 136/2004 of 22 January 2004 laying down procedures for veterinary checks at Community border inspection posts on products imported from third countries (ОJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 3, Volume 53) and of the national legislation.

Article 59. The bodies of the Ministry of the Interior, as well as other state and municipal bodies, within the limits of their authorisation, are obliged to assist the ministers under Article 4 and the heads of the administrations pursuant to Article 9(1)(3–8), and their employees, in the prevention, suspension and detection of violations along the agri-food chain, and the enforcement of coercive administrative measures by the authorities that carry out official controls along the agri-food chain. 

Article 60. (1) The control authorities of the agri-food chain, in accordance with their competences, shall draw up a plan to implement the recommendations for removal of discrepancies found during audits or missions of the European Commission.
(2) When the recommendations under paragraph 1 are directed at more than one control authority, a general plan to eliminate disparities shall be prepared.
(3) The ministers under Article 4 shall, by order, establish rules for ensuring coordinated actions of the control authorities along the agri-food chain, with regard to identified cases and received signals of fraudulent or deceptive practices, in the areas referred to in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 61. The Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Justice shall provide information and, where necessary, access to the establishments they manage, at the request of the heads of the competent administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8).

Article 62. Governors and mayors of municipalities shall notify the competent authorities of the agri-food chain about activities at sites within the municipality that are not registered or approved accordingly.
Chapter Five
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION IN THE AGRI-FOOD CHAIN BETWEEN THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA, MEMBER STATES AND THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Article 63. The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry is a single national authority responsible for coordinating the cooperation and contacts with the Commission, with other Member States and other institutions of the European Union in relation to official controls and other official activities within the meaning of Article 4(2)(b) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 64. The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry is a liaison body within the meaning of Article 103 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 65. The information and data management systems of the European Commission relating to official controls are:
1. the information management system for official controls (IMSOC) created pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2017/625;
2. the Food Fraud Network (AAC – FF) for the prevention or elimination of risks that may arise for humans and animals either directly or through the environment, or for reducing the risks to an acceptable level, ensuring fair practices with respect to trade in food and feed and safeguarding the interests of consumers, including the labelling of food and feed and any other form of consumer information;
3. an application management system for plant protection products pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market and repealing Council Directives 79/117/EEC and 91/414/EEC (ОJ L 309, 24 November 2009).

Article 66. (1) At the proposal of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, the Council of Ministers shall:
1. establish and determine the composition of the single contact point on the EC systems, for coordination and communication with the EC;
2. approve a list of contact points across the country through which the coordination of communication between the competent authorities of the Republic of Bulgaria and of other Member States, including the submission and reception of administrative help requests, is carried out.
(2) The Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry shall notify the European Commission and other Member States of the approved list under paragraph 1, subparagraph 2 and any changes to it.

Chapter Six
MEASURES FOR CRISIS MANAGEMENT, EMERGENCY CASES RELATING TO THE AGRI-FOOD CHAIN

Article 67. (1) In order to implement the general crisis management plan referred to in Article 55 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, the ministers under Article 4 shall approve operational contingency plans related to food and feed. 
(2) For other components of the agri-food chain different from those under paragraph 1, the ministers under Article 4, if necessary, shall approve operational crisis management plans.

Article 68. The operational plans pursuant to Article 67(1) shall be prepared in accordance with Article 115(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 by the administrations under Article 9(1)(3–8), in cooperation with the Centre for Risk Assessment Along the Food Chain and the National Centres for Public Health laid down in Article 22 of the Health Act.

Article 69. When there is an immediate and high risk to humans, animals or plants, the relevant minister pursuant to Article 4, within the areas specified in Articles 5 to 9, shall apply by order one or more of the measures referred to in Article 138(2)(d), (f), (g), (h), (i), (j) and (k) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.

Article 70. The order under paragraph 69 can be appealed against in accordance with the procedure laid down in the Administrative Procedural Code. An appeal shall not lead to a suspension of execution.

Chapter Seven
FINANCING OF ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE OFFICIAL CONTROLS ALONG THE AGRI-FOOD CHAIN

Article 71. The necessary resources to cover the costs of official controls and other official activities along the agri-food chain, in accordance with Article 78 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, shall be provided by the budgets of the respective administrations.

Article 72. The general budget of the European Union shall finance the agri-food chain activities under Regulation (EU) No 652/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014 laying down provisions for the management of expenditures relating to the food chain, animal health and animal welfare, and relating to plant health and plant reproductive material, amending Council Directives 98/56/EC, 2000/29/EC and 2008/90/EC, Regulations (EC) No 178/2002, (EC) No 882/2004 and (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Directive 2009/128/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing Council Decisions 66/399/EEC, 76/894/EEC and 2009/470/EC (OJ L 189, 27 June 2014).

Chapter Eight
ADMINISTRATIVE PENAL PROVISIONS

Article 73. (1) Any person who fails to provide access to the supervisory authority when carrying out controls, in violation of Article 15(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 2 000 to 5 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 5 000 to 10 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 5 000 to 10 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 10 000 to 20 000.

Article 74. (1) Any person who fails to provide the assistance required by the supervisory authority when carrying out controls, in violation of Article 15(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 1 000 to 2 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 2 000 to 5 000 .
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 5 000 to 7 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 7 000 to 15 000.

Article 75. (1) Any person who prevents the supervisory authority from carrying out activities under Article 14 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 5 000 to 10 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 10 000 to 15 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 13 000 to 15 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 15 000 to 20 000.

Article 76. (1) Any person who fails to perform the measure under Article 28(1)(1) shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 1 000 to 1 500, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 1 500 to 2 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 1 000 to 3 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 3 000 to 5 000.

Article 77. Any person who operates in an establishment where a certification mark and/or indication is affixed under Article 28(4) shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 5 000 to 10 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 10 000 to 15 000.

Article 78. (1) Any person who fails to perform a measure under Article 138(2)(g), (h), (i), (j), and (k) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 5 000 to 10 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 10 000 to 20 000.
(2) When a significant economic loss or risk to the health of humans or animals has occurred as a result of a violation of paragraph 1, the fine shall be from BGN 10 000 to 20 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, from BGN 20 000 to 50 000.
(3) Where an offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 10 000 to 20 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 20 000 to 30 000. When a significant economic loss has occurred as a result of a violation, a proprietary sanction from BGN 20 000 to 50 000 shall be imposed on the legal entity or the sole trader, and where the same violation has been repeated, from BGN 50 000 to 100 000.

Article 79. (1) Any person who fails to meet the requirements pursuant to Article 47(5) shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 5 000 to 8 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 8 000 to 10 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a sole proprietor or a legal entity, a proprietary sanction of BGN 10 000 to 15 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 15 000 to 20 000.

Article 80. (1) Any person who perpetrates fraudulent or deceptive practices in the fields laid down in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 5 000 to 8 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 8 000 to 10 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a sole proprietor or a legal entity, a proprietary sanction of BGN 10 000 to 15 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 15 000 to 20 000.

Article 81. (1) Any person who fails to perform a measure imposed under Article 69 shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 10 000 to 20 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 20 000 to 50 000.
(2) Where an offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or sole trader, a proprietary sanction from BGN 15 000 to 50 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, from BGN 50 000 to 100 000.

Article 82. (1) Any person who fails to perform a measure imposed for non-compliance with Article 69 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 10 000 to 20 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 20 000 to 50 000.
(2) Where an offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 15 000 to 50 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 50 000 to 100 000.

Article 83. An employee who issues an official certificate in violation of an obligation under Articles 88 to 91 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 1 000 to 3 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 3 000 to 5 000.

Article 84. An official veterinarian who issues a veterinary medical document in violation of the obligations referred to in Articles 88 to 91 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625, shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 1 000 to 3 000, and where the same violated has been repeated, one of BGN 3 000 to 5 000.

Article 85. (1) Anyone who, in violation of the provisions of Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 laying down specific hygiene rules for the hygiene of foodstuffs (OJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 3, Volume 56), hereinafter referred to as Regulation (EC) No 853/2004, places on the market food of animal origin without the health and identification marking shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 3 000 to BGN 5 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 5 000 to 7 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 7 000 to 10 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 13 000 to 15 000.

Article 86. (1) Placing on the market or trading in expired food of animal origin shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 3 000 to 5 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 5 000 to 7 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 7 000 to 10 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 13 000 to 15 000.

Article 87. (1) Any person who places on the market meat from ruminants that have not been tested for transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, in accordance with the requirements laid down in Annex III, Chapter A of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2001 laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (ОJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 3, Volume 37), shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 3 000 to 5 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 5 000 to 8 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 8 000 to 10 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 10 000 to 20 000.
(3) In the cases pursuant to paragraphs 1 and 2, the meat shall be seized and sent for disposal at an animal by-product disposal facility. The disposal costs shall be borne by the offender.

Article 88. (1) Anyone who violates the provisions of Annex II, Chapter IX, points 1 to 4 of the Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs (OJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 13, Volume 44), hereinafter referred to as Regulation (EC) No 852/2004, shall be penalised with a proprietary sanction of BGN 3 000 to 5 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 5 000 to BGN 7 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 7 000 to 10 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 10 000 to 15 000.

Article 89. Any person who approves animal slaughter in breach of the requirements of Annex II, Section III of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 shall be imposed a proprietary sanction of BGN 300 to 5 000, and in the case of repeated infringement, of BGN 5 000 to 10 000.

Article 90. Any person who receives an animal that has undergone emergency slaughter, in violation of the requirements of Annex III, Section I, Chapter VI of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004, shall be imposed a proprietary sanction of BGN 3 000 to 5 000 and, in the case of repeated infringement, of BGN 5 000 to 10 000.

Article 91. (1) Any person who violates the provisions of Article 4(2) of Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 3 000 to 5 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 5 000 to 7 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 7 000 to 10 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 10 000 to 15 000.

Article 92. (1) Any person who violates Article 13 of Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 July 2000 establishing a system for the identification and registration of bovine animals and regarding the labelling of beef and beef products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97 (ОJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 3, Volume 34), hereinafter referred to as Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000, shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 500 to 1 500, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 1 500 to 3 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 1 000 to 2 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 2 000 to 3 000.

Article 93. (1) Anyone who violates Article 1 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1825/2000 of 25 August 2000 laying down detailed rules for the application of Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the labelling of beef and beef products (OJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 3, Volume 34), hereinafter referred to as Regulation (EC) No 1825/2000, shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 1 000 to 2 000 and, where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 2 000 to BGN 3 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 2 000 to 4 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 4 000 to 8 000.

Article 94. (1) Violations of Article 15 of Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 and Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 1825/2000 shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 3 000 to 5 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 5 000 to 7 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 7 000 to 10 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 12 000 to 15 000.

Article 95. (1) Anyone who places on the market or trades in food of animal origin which does not comply with Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 931/2011 of 19 September 2011 on the traceability requirements set by Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council for foods of animal origin (ОJ L 242, 20 September 2011) shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 3 000 to 5 000, and where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 5 000 to 8 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 10 000 to 15 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 15 000 to 20 000.

Article 96. (1) Anyone who violates Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/1375 of 10 August 2015 laying down specific rules on the official control of Trichinella in meat (OJ L 212, 11 August 2015) shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 1 500 to 3 000 and, where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 3 000 to 5 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 5 000 to 8 000 shall be imposed and, where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 8 000 to 10 000.

Article 97. Anyone who violates the requirements laid down in Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 November 2003 on the control of salmonella and other specified food-borne zoonotic agents (OJ, Bulgarian special edition, 2007, Chapter 3, Volume 51) shall be penalised with a fine of BGN 1 000 to 3 000 and, where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 3 000 to 5 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction of BGN 5 000 to 10 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 10 000 to 20 000.

Article 98. The administrative penalties under Articles 73 to 97 shall be imposed if no more severe penalties are provided for the same violations in the special laws under Articles 12 to 18.

Article 99. (1) For other violations of the regulatory requirements in the field of the agri-food chain, other than the cases set out in Articles 73 to 97 and the special laws under Articles 12 to 18, a fine shall be imposed of BGN 1 000 to 3 000 and, where the same violation has been repeated, of BGN 3 000 to 8 000.
(2) Where the offence under paragraph 1 is committed by a legal entity or a sole trader, a proprietary sanction from BGN 5 000 to 8 000 shall be imposed, and where the same violation has been repeated, one of BGN 8 000 to 15 000.

Article 100. (1) The acts of infringement under Articles 73 to 97 shall be drawn by officials authorised by the respective heads of administrations pursuant to Article 9(1)(3–8), who perform official controls along the agri-food chain, depending on the extent of control exercised by them.
(2) The penalty decrees under paragraph 1 shall be issued by the heads of administrations pursuant to Article 9(1)(3–8) or persons authorised by them.
(3) The revenues from the imposed fines and proprietary sanctions shall be transferred to the respective administration pursuant to Article 9(1)(3-8).

Article 101. Where a person repeatedly violates this Act or the legislative acts governing its implementation within three years of the entry into force of a punitive decree, the fine or the proprietary sanction imposed shall be tripled.

Article 102 For continuous violations of this Act and the legislative acts governing its implementation a fine or a proprietary sanction five times the amount of the highest penalty or proprietary sanction imposed, shall be imposed.

Article 103 Upon payment of the fine or proprietary sanction within seven days of issuance of the penal provision, the person shall owe 70 per cent of the amount of the fine, respectively the proprietary sanction.

Article 104 The detection of violations, the drawing up of acts, the issue, appeal and execution of punitive decrees shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Violations and Sanctions Act.

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

§ 1. Within the meaning of this Act:
1. ‘Agri-food chain’ shall mean all stages of production, processing and distribution of food and feed pursuant to Article 3(16) of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, and the production and distribution of plant and animal reproductive material, taking into account all aspects that have a potential impact on food and feed safety, and is viewed as a continuous process.
2. ‘Business operator’ is a person pursuant to Article 3(3) of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002.
3. ‘Components of the agri-food chain’ are:
a) foods pursuant to Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, including wine, products derived from grapes and wine, fruit wines and vinegar, in accordance with the Wine and Spirit Drinks Act; ethyl alcohol and distillates of agricultural origin, and spirit drinks, pursuant to the Wine and Spirit Drinks Act;
b) feed pursuant to Article 3(4) of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002;
c) animals pursuant to Article 4 of Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on transmissible animal diseases and amending and repealing certain acts in the field of animal health (OJ L 84, 31 March 2016);
d) animal by-products and derived products, pursuant to Article 3(1) and (2) of Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 laying down health rules as regards animal by-products and derived products not intended for human consumption and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 (OJ L 300, 14 November 2009);
e) the residues of veterinary medicinal products in accordance with § 1, item 9 of the additional provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act;
f) the plant protection products pursuant to Article 2(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 and the use of fertilisers;
g) plant reproductive material in accordance with § 1, items 5 and 6 of the additional provisions of the Plant Reproductive Material Act;
h) materials and articles intended to come into contact with food in accordance with Articles 1 and 2 of Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 October 2004 on materials and articles intended to come into contact with food and repealing Directives 80/590/EEC and 89/109/EEC (OJ, special Bulgarian edition, 2007, Chapter 13, Volume 45).
4. ‘Significant economic losses’ shall mean material damage exceeding BGN 50 000. 
5. ‘Food unfit for human consumption’ means food which is inappropriate for its intended use as a result of contamination, microbiological changes, deterioration, expiry date or damage to the integrity of the packaging. Food unfit for human consumption is also considered to be food that is produced, processed and distributed in establishments that have not been registered or approved under the Food Act.
6. ‘Emergency slaughter’ means the slaughter ordered by a veterinarian due to an accident or serious physiological and functional disturbance in the state of health of the animal.
7. ‘A high acute risk’ shall mean a risk that could directly or indirectly result in the occurrence of adverse effects on:
a) human health; 
b) agriculture or the environment that threaten the national security or the economy of the country.
8. ‘Repeated violation’ shall mean a violation committed within one year from the entry into force of a penal provision by which an administrative penalty has been imposed on the person for the same violation.
9. ‘Sanitary slaughter’ is an enforcement measure aimed at eradicating sick or suspect animals and utilising the animal products obtained;
10. ‘Systematic violations’ shall mean three or more contraventions of the requirements of this law and the legislative acts governing its implementation, committed over a period of three consecutive years, for which administrative sanctions have been imposed by means of enforced penalty acts.

§ 2. The Act provides for the application of European Union regulations in the field of the agri-food chain and the immediately applicable acts of the EU adopted on the basis thereof, insofar as it is not regulated in another legal act, as follows:
1. Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC;
2. Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety;
3. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/624 of 8 February 2019 concerning specific rules for the performance of official controls on the production of meat and for the production and relaying areas of live bivalve molluscs in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council;
4. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/625 of 4 March 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council with regard to requirements for the entry into the Union of consignments of certain animals and goods intended for human consumption;
5. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/626 of 5 March 2019 concerning lists of third countries or regions thereof authorised for the entry into the European Union of certain animals and goods intended for human consumption, amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 2016/759 as regards these lists;
6. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 of 15 March 2019 laying down uniform practical arrangements for the performance of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human consumption in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council and amending Commission Regulation (EC) No 2074/2005 as regards official controls;
7. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/723 of 2 May 2019 laying down rules for the application of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the standard model form to be used in the annual reports submitted by Member States;
8. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2090 of 19 June 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and Council regarding cases of suspected or established non-compliance with Union rules applicable to the use or residues of pharmacologically active substances authorised in veterinary medicinal products or as feed additives or with Union rules applicable to the use or residues of prohibited or unauthorised pharmacologically active substances;
9. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/1666 of 24 June 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards conditions for monitoring the transport and arrival of consignments of certain goods from the border control post of arrival to the facility of destination in the Union;
10. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2074 of 23 September 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards rules on specific official controls on consignments of certain animals and goods originating from, and returning to the Union following a refusal of entry by a third country;
11. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1714 of 30 September 2019 amending Regulations (EC) No 136/2004 and (EC) No 282/2004 as regards the standard common veterinary entry document for products and animals and amending Regulation (EC) No 669/2009 as regards the standard common entry document for certain feed and food of non-animal origin;
12. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1715 of 30 September 2019 laying down rules for the functioning of the information management system for official controls and its system components (‘the IMSOC Regulation’);
13. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2122 of 10 October 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards certain categories of animals and goods exempted from official controls at border control posts, specific controls on passengers’ personal luggage and on small consignments of goods sent to natural persons which are not intended to be placed on the market and amending Commission Regulation (EU) No 142/2011;
14. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2123 of 10 October 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding rules governing cases where, and the conditions under which, identity checks and physical checks on certain goods may be performed at control points and document checks may be performed apart from border control posts;
15. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2124 of 10 October 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards rules for official controls of consignments of animals and goods in transit, transhipment and onward transportation through the Union, and amending Commission Regulations (EC) No 798/2008, (EC) No 1251/2008, (EC) No 119/2009, (EU) No 206/2010, (EU) No 605/2010, (EU) No 142/2011, (EU) No 28/2012, Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2016/759 and Commission Decision 2007/777/EC;
16. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2125 of 10 October 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards rules concerning the performance of specific official controls of wood packaging material, notification of certain consignments and measures to be taken in cases of non-compliance;
17. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2126 of 10 October 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards rules for specific official controls for certain categories of animals and goods, measures to be taken following the performance of such controls and certain categories of animals and goods exempted from official controls at border control posts;
18. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2127 of 10 October 2019 amending Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the date of application of certain provisions of Council Directives 91/496/EEC, 97/78/EC and 2000/29/EC;
19. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 of 22 October 2019 on the temporary increase of official controls and emergency measures governing the entry into the Union of certain goods from certain third countries implementing Regulations (EU) 2017/625 and (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing Commission Regulations (EC) No 669/2009, (EU) No 884/2014, (EU) 2015/175, (EU) 2017/186 and (EU) 2018/1660;
20. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1873 of 7 November 2019 on the procedures at border control posts for a coordinated performance by competent authorities of intensified official controls on products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by-products and composite products;
21. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2128 of 12 November 2019 establishing the standard official certificate and rules for issuing official certificates for goods which are delivered to vessels leaving the Union and intended for the refuelling of the ship or for consumption by the crew and passengers, or to a NATO or a United States military base;
22. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2007 of 18 November 2019 laying down rules for the application of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the lists of animals, products of animal origin, germinal products, animal by-products and derived products and hay and straw subject to official controls at border control posts and amending Decision 2007/275/EC;
23. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2129 of 25 November 2019 laying down rules for the uniform application of the frequency of identity and physical checks on certain consignments of animals and goods brought into the territory of the Union;
24. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2130 of 25 November 2019 establishing detailed rules on the operations to be carried out during and after document checks, identity checks and physical checks on animals and goods subject to official controls at border control posts;
25. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1981 of 28 November 2019 amending Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/626 as regards lists of third countries and regions thereof authorised for the entry into the European Union of snails, gelatine and collagen, and insects intended for human consumption;
26. Regulation (EU) No 652/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014 laying down provisions for the management of expenditures relating to the food chain, animal health and animal welfare, and relating to plant health and plant reproductive material, amending Council Directives 98/56/EC, 2000/29/EC and 2008/90/EC, Regulations (EC) No 178/2002, (EC) No 882/2004 and (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Directive 2009/128/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing Council Decisions 66/399/EEC, 76/894/EEC and 2009/470/EC;
27. Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs;
28. Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 laying down specific hygiene rules for foods of animal origin;
29. Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2001 laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies;
30. Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 July 2000 establishing a system for the identification and registration of bovine animals and regarding the labelling of beef and beef products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 820/97;
31. Commission Regulation (EC) No 1825/2000 of 25 August 2000 laying down detailed rules for the application of Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the labelling of beef and beef products;
32. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 931/2011 of 19 September 2011 on the traceability requirements set by Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council for foods of animal origin;
33. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/1375 of 10 August 2015 laying down specific rules on official controls for Trichinella in meat;
34. Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 November 2003 on the control of salmonella and other specified food-borne zoonotic agents;
35. Regulation (EU) No 2016/429 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on transmissible animal diseases and amending and repealing certain acts in the field of animal health;
36. Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 laying down health rules as regards animal by-products and derived products not intended for human consumption and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002;
37. Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 October 2004 on materials and articles intended to come into contact with food and repealing Directives 80/590/EEC and 89/109/EEC;
38. Commission Decision No 2007/363/EC of 21 May 2007 on guidelines to assist Member States in preparing the single integrated multi-annual national control plan provided for in Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council.

§ 3. For the purposes of this Act, the definitions of Regulation (EU) No 2017/625 shall apply.

Transitional and final provisions

§ 4. In the Veterinary Practice Act (Published in SG No. 87 of 2005; amended and supplemented in Nos 30, 31, 55 and 88 of 2006, Nos 51 and 84 of 2007, Nos 13, 36 and 100 of 2008, Nos 27, 35, 74, 95 and 102 of 2009, Nos 25 and 41 of 2010, Nos 8 and 92 of 2011, Nos 77, 82 and 97 of 2012, Nos 7, 15, 66, 68, 83 and 99 of 2013, No 98 of 2014, No 14 of 2015, Nos 14, 34 and 58 of 2016, 58 and 85 of 2017, Nos 17 and 98 of 2018 and No 24 of 2019), the following is amended and supplemented:
1. In Article 8, paragraph 3 is inserted:
‘(3) The persons under paragraph 1 shall exercise their legal power under this Act and the Agri-food Chain Management Act.’
2. In Article 37, paragraphs 2 and 3 are repealed.
3. Articles 57–64, 135, 136, 220–228, 237–244, 247–258, 260, 261, 437, 439, 440, 441 and 442(g) to 442(p) are repealed.
4. Articles 245 and 246 shall be amended as follows:
‘Article 245. (1) The transport of animal by-products and products derived therefrom shall be carried out by specialised means of transport in accordance with the requirements laid down in Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009.
‘(2) For transport: 
1. food of animal origin shall be accompanied by a document containing the information pursuant to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 931/2011 on the traceability requirements set by Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council for foods of animal origin (OJ L 242 of 20 November 2011), and which has the veterinary registration number of the facility of origin;
2. animal by-products not intended for human consumption and products derived from animal by-products shall be accompanied by a commercial document in a standard form, pursuant to Chapter III of Annex VIII to Commission Regulation (EU) No 142/2011 of 25 February 2011 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down health rules as regards animal by-products and derived products not intended for human consumption and implementing Council Directive 97/78/EC as regards certain samples and items exempt from veterinary checks at the border under that Directive (OJ L 54 of 26 February 2011), hereinafter referred to as ‘Regulation (EU) No 142/2011.’
Article 246. (1) To register a vehicle for transporting the items referred to in Article 245(1), the owner shall submit an application form to the director of the RFSD. The application shall be submitted in person, by proxy, electronically under the conditions and in accordance with Articles 5 and 22 of the Electronic Governance Act or through a licensed postal operator. The application shall be accompanied by a document certifying the payment of a fee set out in the tariffs under Article 14(2).
(2) Within seven days of submission of the application, the director of the RFSD shall appoint by order a committee to check the submitted documents and the vehicle for compliance with the requirements set out in Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009.
(3) The Commission shall submit an opinion to the director of the RFSD with a proposal for the vehicle registration or refusal of registration.
(4) Within 30 days of submission of the application, the director of the RFSD shall enter the vehicle in a register and shall issue a registration certificate or shall refuse registration, by means of a reasoned decision, in case of an irregularity in the submitted documents or where the vehicle does not meet the requirements set out in Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009.
(5) The registration is of indefinite validity.
(6) The refusal referred to in paragraph 4 shall be notified and may be appealed pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Code.’
5. In the additional provisions in § 1, items 38, 41, 65, 67, 95, 100, 105, 114 and 124 shall be repealed.
§ 5. In the Feeds Act (Published in SG No 55 of 2006; amended and supplemented in No 36, Nos 54 and 100 of 2008, Nos 41 and 88 of 2010, No 8 of 2011, Nos 83 and 97 of 2012, No 7 of 2013, No 12 of 2015, No 58 of 2016, No 58 of 2017 and No 17 of 2018), the following amendments shall be made:
1. Article 1(1)(8)(b) is amended to read as follows:
‘(b) Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (ОJ L 95, 7 April 2017), hereinafter referred to as Regulation (EU) 2017/625,’
2. In Article 33(a), paragraph 1 is amended to read as follows:
 ‘(1) Official controls and other official activities on compliance with the legislation on feed shall be carried out under Regulation (EC) No 2017/625, the Agri-food Chain Management Act and regulations for their implementation.’
3. Article 50 is repealed.

§ 6. In the Plant Protection Act (published in SG No 61 of 2014; amended and supplemented in No 12 of 2015, No 44 of 2016, No 58 of 2017, No 17 of 2018 and No 17 of 2019), is amended and supplemented as follows:
1. In Article 3(1):
a) in subparagraph 8 the words ‘Regulation (EC) No 2003/2003 and’ shall be deleted;
b) subparagraph 9 is inserted:
‘9. monitoring with regard to the implementation of Regulation (EC) No 2003/2003.’
2. Article 3(a) is inserted:
‘Article 3(a) Official controls and other official activities pursuant to Article 3(1)(1–8) shall be carried out in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (ОJ L 95, 7 April 2017), the Agri-food Chain Management Act, this Act and regulations governing their implementation.’

§ 7. The Act on the Application of the Common Organisation of the Markets of Agricultural Products of the European Union (publ. SG No 96 of 2006; amended and supplemented in No 16 of 2008, Nos 10 and 82 of 2009, Nos 26 and 80 of 2010, No 8 of 2011, No 99 of 2013, Nos 12, 14 and 57 of 2015, No 19 of 2016, Nos 58 and 85 of 2017, Nos 17 and 106 of 2018 and No 98 of 2019) in Article 25(a) the following is amended:
1. Paragraph 1 is amended to read as follows:
‘(1) Official controls and other official activities relating to agricultural products or foodstuffs in accordance with Article 2 of the Food Act, including the use of organically produced food and products within the meaning of Article 27 of Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007, protected geographical indications and traditional specialities guaranteed within the meaning of Articles 36 and 37 of Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 and of the optional quality term ‘mountain product’ within the meaning of Article 31 of this Regulation, shall be carried out in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (ОJ L 95, 7 April 2017), the Agri-food Chain Management Act, this Act and regulations governing their implementation.’
2. Paragraph 3 is amended to read as follows: 
‘(3) When carrying out official controls pursuant to Article 1, the Bulgarian Food Safety Agency has the powers set out in the Food Act and the Agri-food Chain Management Act, including the implementation of administrative measures.’

§ 8. In the Plant Reproductive Material Act (published in SG No 20 of 2003, amended and supplemented in No No 27 of 2005, Nos 30 and 97 of 2006, Nos 36 and 43 of 2008, Nos 25 and 41 of 2010, Nos 8 and 39 of 2011, No 28 of 2016, No 58 of 2017, No 17 of 2018 and No 59 of 2019) Article 63(a) is inserted:
‘Article 63(a): Official controls on the plant reproductive material shall be carried out in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (ОJ L 95, 7 April 2017), the Agri-food Chain Management Act, this Act and regulations governing their implementation.’

§ 9. In the Livestock Act (published in SG No 65 of 2000, amended and supplemented No 18 of 2004, Nos 87 and 105 of 2005, Nos 30, 34, 80 and 96 of 2006, Nos 51 and 53 of 2007, Nos 36 and 43 of 2008, No 26 of 2010, No 8 of 2011, No 59 of 2012, Nos 66 and 109 of 2013, No 98 of 2014, No 61 of 2015, No 58 of 2017, Nos 17 and 77 of 2018 and No 13 of 2019) in Article 45, paragraph 3 is inserted:
‘ (3) Official controls under this Act, carried out by the Executive Agency for the Selection and Reproduction in Animal Husbandry and the bodies of the BFSA under the Veterinary Practice Act, shall be carried out in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (ОJ L 95, 7 April 2017), Regulation (EU) 2016/1012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 8 June 2016 on zootechnical and genealogical conditions for the breeding, trade and entry into the Union of pure-bred breeding animals, hybrid breeding pigs and the germinal products thereof and amending Regulation (EU) No 652/2014, Council Directives 89/608/EEC and 90/425/EEC and repealing certain acts in the area of animal breeding (‘Animal Breeding Regulation’), the Agri-food Chain Management Act, this Act and regulations governing their implementation.’

§ 10. In the Wine and Spirit Drinks Act (published in SG No 45 of 2012, No 15 of 2013, No 26 of 2014, No 14 and No 61 of 2015, No 9 and No 58 of 2017, Nos 17, 77 and 98 of 2018) the following amendments are made: 
1. Article 182 is amended to read as follows:
‘Article 182. (1) The Vine and Wine Executive Agency controls compliance with the requirements of the law regarding production potential, the grapes used to produce wine, the production, processing and trade of grapevine products under Annex I, as well as the products laid down in Article 83(3) and vinegar.
(2) The Vine and Wine Executive Agency carries out controls pursuant to Article 1 in accordance with the requirements of:
1. Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (ОJ L 95, 7 April 2017);
2. Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) No 922/72, (EEC) No 234/79, (EC) No 1037/2001 and (EC) No 1234/2007 (ОJ L 347, 20 December 2013);
3. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/33 of 17 October 2018 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards applications for the protection of designations of origin, geographical indications and traditional terms in the wine sector, the objection procedure, restrictions of use, amendments to product specifications, cancellation of protection, and labelling and presentation (OJ L 9, 11 January 2019);
4. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/273 of 11 December 2017 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the scheme of authorisations for vine plantings, vineyard register, accompanying documents and certification, the incoming and outgoing register, compulsory declarations, notifications and publication of notified information, and supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the relevant checks and penalties, amending Commission Regulations (EC) No 555/2008, (EC) No 606/2009 and (EC) No 607/2009 and repealing Commission Regulation (EC) No 436/2009 and Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/560 (ОJ L 58, 28 February 2018);
5. Regulation (EU) No 251/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on the definition, description, presentation, labelling and the protection of geographical indications of aromatised wine products and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 1601/91 (ОJ L 84, 20 March 2014); 
6. Commission Regulation (EC) No 555/2008 of 27 June 2008 laying down detailed rules for implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 479/2008 on the common organisation of the market in wine as regards support programmes, trade with third countries, production potential and on controls in the wine sector (ОJ L 170, 30 June 2008; ОJ L 170/1 of 30 June 2008);
7. Commission Regulation (EC) No 606/2009 of 10 July 2009 laying down certain detailed rules for implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 479/2008 as regards the categories of grapevine products, oenological practices and the applicable restrictions (ОJ L 193, 24 July 2009);
8. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/274 of 11 December 2017 laying down rules for the application of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the scheme of authorisations for vine plantings, certification, the incoming and outgoing register, compulsory declarations and notifications, and of Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the relevant checks, and repealing Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/561 (OJ L 58, 28 February 2018);
9. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/34 of 17 October 2018 laying down rules for the application of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards applications for the protection of designations of origin, geographical indications and traditional terms in the wine sector, the objection procedure, amendments to product specifications, the register of protected names, cancellation of protection and use of symbols, and of Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards an appropriate system of checks (OJ L 9, 11 January 2019);
10. The Agri-food Chain Management Act and regulations governing its implementation;
11. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/934 of 12 March 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards wine-growing regions where the alcohol content may be increased, authorised oenological practices and restrictions applicable to the production and conservation of grapevine products, the minimum percentage of alcohol for by-products and their disposal, and publication of OIV files (OJ L 149, 7 June 2019);
12. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/935 of 16 April 2019 laying down rules for the application of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards analysis methods for determining the physical, chemical and organoleptic characteristics of grapevine products and notifications of Member State decisions concerning increases in natural alcoholic strength (OJ L 149, 7 June 2019).’
2. Article 187 is amended to read as follows:
‘Article 187. The Minister for the Economy shall control compliance with requirements of the law regarding the production and trade of ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin, distillates and spirit drinks in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC, the Agri-food Chain Management Act and regulations governing their implementation.’

§ 11. Article 18(2) of the Centre for Risk Assessment Along the Food Chain Act (published in SG No 44 of 2016, amended in SG No 58 of 2017) shall be amended as follows:
‘(2) A person having at least an educational and scientific degree of ‘Doctor’ with 10 years of professional experience in the field of food safety shall be appointed director of the CRAFC.’

§ 12. The Minister for the Interior, the Minister for Justice and the Minister for Defence shall ensure that training is provided to the officials under Article 9(3), which have been assigned the tasks related to carrying out official controls under this Act within one year of the entry into force of the Act.

§ 13. The Council of Ministers, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Forestry, the Minister for Health, the Minister for the Economy and the Minister for the Environment and Water shall issue regulations on the implementation of the Act within a six-month period of its entry into force.

§ 14. This Act shall enter into force within 14 days of its publication in the State Gazette.

The law was passed by the 44th National Assembly on……………..…...., and is sealed with the official stamp of the National Assembly.



PRESIDENT OF
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY:
	(Tsveta Karayancheva)



Prepared by:
Dr Ivelina Dimitrova
Chief expert in the Directorate of Agri-Food Chain Policies
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Article 1.


 


(1) This Act shall govern:


 


1. competent authorities and administrations carrying out the state policy, 


official 


controls and risk assessment along the agri


-


food chain;


 


2. the functions of the authorities associated with the exchange of information about 


risks along the agri


-


food chain;


 


3. the general requirements for performing official controls and other o


fficial activities 


along the agri


-


food chain on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria;


 


4. the specific requirements for performing official controls and other official activities 


with regard to food on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria;


 


5. the 


terms and conditions for:


 


a) drafting and implementation of a multi


-


annual national control plan (MANCP);


 


b) setting out national reference laboratories, laboratories for official controls and 


sampling along the agri


-


food chain;


 


6. the coordination and int


eraction of the official control authorities with other 


administrative bodies along the agri


-


food chain;


 


7. implementation of administrative assistance and cooperation in the agri


-


food chain 


sector between the competent authorities of the Republic of Bulga


ria, those of other Member 


States, the European Commission (EC) and other EU institutions, including the use on the 


territory of the Republic of Bulgaria of the information and data management systems of the 


EC related to official controls;


 


8. the measures


 


taken in the event of crisis and emergency situations along the agri


-


food chain;


 


9. the financing of the agri


-


food chain activities.


 


(2) The activities under the Act are based on the general principles and requirements 


provided for in Regulation (EC)


 


2017


/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 


15


 


March


 


2017 on official controls and other official activities carried out to ensure the 


application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant 
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