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Forwarding of a detailed opinion received by a Member State (Romania) (article 6, paragraph 2, second indent of
Directive (EU) 2015/1535). This detailed opinion extends the standstill period until 22-07-2024.

Detailed opinion - Avis circonstancié - Ausflhrliche Stellungnahme - NMoapo6Ho cTaHoBuLLe - Podrobné stanovisko -
Udfarlig udtalelse - Euneplotatwyévn yvwun - Dictamen circunstanciado - Uksikasjalik arvamus - Yksityiskohtainen
lausunto - Detaljno misljenje - Részletes vélemény - Parere circostanziato - ISsamiai iSdéstyta nuomoné - Siki izstradats
atzinums - Opinjoni dettaljata - Uitvoerig gemotiveerde mening - Opinia szczeg6towa - Parecer circunstanciado - Aviz
detaliat - Podrobné stanovisko - Podrobno mnenje - Detaljerat yttrande

Extends the time limit of the status quo until 22-07-2024. - Prolonge le délai de statu quo jusqu'au 22-07-2024.- Die
Laufzeit des Status quo wird verlangert bis 22-07-2024.- YabikaBaHe Ha KpalHUS CPOK Ha CTaTyKBoTo A0 22-07-2024. -
Prodluzuje Ihlitu soucasného stavu do 22-07-2024. - Fristen for status quo forleenges til 22-07-2024. - MapaTtelvel TNV
npobeapia touv status quo 22-07-2024. - Amplia el plazo de statu quo hasta 22-07-2024. - Praeguse olukorra tahtaega
pikendatakse kuni 22-07-2024. - Jatkaa status quon maaraaikaa 22-07-2024 asti. - Produzuje se vremensko ograni¢enje
statusa quo do 22-07-2024. - Meghosszabbitja a kordbbi allapot hataridejét 22-07-2024-ig. - Proroga il termine dello
status quo fino al 22-07-2024. - Status quo terminas pratesiamas iki 22-07-2024. - Pagarina “status quo” laika periodu
lidz 22-07-2024. - Jestendi t-terminu tal-istatus quo sa 22-07-2024. - De status-quoperiode wordt verlengd tot
22-07-2024. - Przedtuzenie status quo do 22-07-2024. - Prolonga o prazo do statu quo até 22-07-2024. - Prelungeste
termenul status quo-ului pana la 22-07-2024. - PredlZuje sa lehota st¢asného stavu do 22-07-2024. - PodaljSa rok
nespremenjenega stanja do 22-07-2024. - Férlanger tiden for status quo fram till 22-07-2024.

The Commission received this detailed opinion on the 18-04-2024. - La Commission a recu cet avis circonstancié le
18-04-2024. - Die Kommission hat diese ausfihrliche Stellungnahme am 18-04-2024 empfangen. - KomucnaTta nony4yum
HaCToALOTO NoApobHO CcTaHoBMLLE OTHOCHO 18-04-2024. - Komise obdrzela toto podrobné stanovisko dne 18-04-2024. -
Kommissionen modtog denne udfgrlige udtalelse den 18-04-2024. - H Enttponr €AaBe auTr TNV EUMEPLOTATWHEYN YVWHN
0TL¢ 18-04-2024. - La Comisidn recibi6 el dictamen circunstanciado el 18-04-2024. - Komisjon sai (iksikasjaliku arvamuse
18-04-2024. - Komissio sai taman yksityiskohtaisen lausunnon 18-04-2024. - Komisija je zaprimila ovo detaljno misljenje
dana 18-04-2024. - A Bizottsag 18-04-2024-an/-én kapta meg ezt a részletes véleményt. - La Commissione ha ricevuto il
parere circostanziato il 18-04-2024. - Komisija gavo Sig iSsamiai iSdéstytg nuomone 18-04-2024. - Komisija sanéma 5o siki
izstradato atzinumu 18-04-2024. - Il-Kkummissjoni rceviet din l-opinjoni dettaljata dwar il-18-04-2024. - De Commissie
heeft deze uitvoerig gemotiveerde mening op 18-04-2024 ontvangen. - Komisja otrzymata te opinie szczegétowa w dniu
18-04-2024. - A Comissao recebeu o presente parecer circunstanciado em 18-04-2024. - Comisia a primit avizul detaliat
privind 18-04-2024. - Komisia dostala toto podrobné stanovisko diia 18-04-2024. - Komisija je to podrobno mnenje prejela
dne 18-04-2024. - Kommissionen mottog detta detaljerade yttrande om 18-04-2024. - Fuair an Coimisiln an tuairim
mhionsonraithe sin maidir le 18-04-2024.
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4.2024/0032/BE - C50A - Foodstuffs
5. article 6, paragraph 2, second indent of Directive (EU) 2015/1535

6. Romania issues this detailed opinion on the draft technical regulations notified by Belgium on 19 January 2024 under
number 2024/0032/BE, entitled Royal Decree on advertising of beverages containing alcohol.

We begin by stressing that Romania appreciates and supports the efforts of the Belgian authorities to put the health and
interests of minors first when it comes to alcohol advertising.

However, we would like to bring to the attention of the Belgian authorities some issues that we believe they should
include and clarify in the draft decree so that there is no room for interpretation and the Member States and the
European Commission can assess the impact of the project on the free movement of goods in the single market.

In this respect, we consider that the following actions would be necessary:

a) The inclusion of the date of entry into force of the provisions of the decree and the mention of the existence (or
absence) of a transitional period during which economic operators may adapt to the new rules;

b) Complement the definition of advertising in such a way that the scope of the decree is much more clearly defined. As
it stands, the scope seems to cover a very wide range of types of communication going beyond advertising and is
therefore undefined, leaving room for interpretation whether the labelling of alcoholic beverages falls within the scope;
¢) Specification of the content of the health information message (Article 7 of the Decree). At this point, neither the
Member States nor the European Commission can assess whether this message could constitute a barrier to the free
movement of products in the single market because its content is not clearly specified. Although this type of messages
are not yet regulated at EU level, in 2021 the European Commission announced in its Communication entitled Europe’s
Beating Cancer Plan that it will propose binding measures related to health warnings. We therefore believe that Member
States should wait for the European Commission’s proposal to harmonise these rules at European level and refrain from
adopting national regulations in this area. On the other hand, if the labelling falls within the scope of the decree, this
could represent an additional burden for producers of alcoholic beverages (and a barrier to the free movement of
products), who should redesign the labels of alcoholic beverages (as well as other materials bearing the company's brand
or logo) intended to be exported and marketed on the Belgian market, even if the health information messages they
already use may be similar to the message provided for in the future legislative act issued by the competent minister.
Also, currently, as required by Directive (EU) 2018/1808, Member States shall encourage the use of co-regulation and the
fostering of self-regulation through codes of conduct, and many economic operators in the alcoholic beverages industry
promote various health information messages that may not be identical to the one that will be established by the Belgian
authorities but could be essentially similar. The fact that, under Article 7 of the Decree, any messages other than that
established by the relevant Belgian Minister will be prohibited, even if the substance of the message would be the same,
could constitute a barrier to the free movement of goods in the single market.

In view of the above, we believe that the draft decree could impose barriers to the free movement of products in the
single market by leaving room for interpretation, that it is not clear on certain aspects and regulates certain areas that
the European Commission has intended to establish at European level.

In conclusion, we consider it necessary to issue this detailed opinion and recommend the withdrawal of the draft decree
and its renotification in a form covering all the above-mentioned elements and thus to enable the Member States and the
European Commission to assess the full impact of the measures on the free movement of goods in the single market.
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