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Dated 18 June 2021
The German Bundestag has adopted the following Act:
 Article 1
Amendment to the Animal Welfare Act
The Animal Welfare Act, in the version as promulgated on 18 May 2006 (Federal Law Gazette I p. 1206, 1313), last amended by Article 280 of the Regulation of 19 June 2020 (Federal Law Gazette I, p. 1328), is amended as follows:
After § 4b, the following § 4c is inserted:
‘§ 4c
0. It is forbidden to kill chicks of Gallus gallus domestic chickens.
0. The ban shall not apply in the following cases: 
1. where chick culling
0. has been prescribed or ordered under animal health regulations; or
0. is necessary in specific cases for animal welfare reasons;
for non-hatching chicks;
[bookmark: DQCITD06C3D8BA1C83834739BDECAF2CA820FF18]for poussin as defined in Article 1(1)(a) of Commission Regulation (EC) No 543/2008 of 16 June 2008 laying down detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 as regards the marketing standards for poultry meat (OJ L 157, 17.6.2008, p. 46; OJ L 8 of 13.1.2009, p. 33), last amended by Commission Regulation (EU) No 519/2013 (OJ L 158, 10.6.2013, p. 74); and
for chicks
intended for use in experiments on animals; 
or whose tissue or organs are to be used for scientific purposes.’
The following paragraph 6a is inserted after § 21(6): 
‘(6a)	By 31 March 2023, the Federal Ministry shall report to the competent Technical Committee of the German Bundestag on the state of development of procedures and methods for determining sex in chicken eggs before the seventh incubation day.’
 Article 2
Further amendment to the Animal Welfare Act
The Animal Welfare Act, last amended by Article 1 of this Act, is amended as follows:
To § 4c the following paragraph 3 is added:
‘(3) From the seventh day of incubation onwards, during or after the application of an egg-sexing technique it shall be prohibited to
1. perform an operation on a chicken egg in such a way as to cause the death of the chicken embryo, or
[bookmark: DQCIGI1528CAB054FB5442C7A9CB746ADCDD803A]terminate the incubation process in such a way as to cause the death of the chicken embryo.’ 
The following point 6a is inserted after § 18(1)(6):
‘6a.	performs an operation on the egg or terminates incubation contrary to § 4c(3),’.
 Article 3
Entry into force
Paragraph 2 notwithstanding, this Act shall enter into force on 1 January 2022.
Article 2 shall enter into force on 1 January 2024.
The rights of the Bundesrat under the constitution are hereby preserved. The Act stipulated above is hereby executed. It shall be published in the Federal Law Gazette.
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