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6. Within the framework of the notification procedure under Directive (EU) 2015/1535 laying down a procedure for the
provision of information in the field of technical regulations and of rules on Information Society services, German
authorities notified to the Commission on 1 October “Draft of a wording aid for the application for an amendment”
(hereinafter “the notified draft”).
On the basis of the notified document, Germany intends to reduce the spread and risk of abuse of three substances
nitrous oxide, 1,4-butanediol (BDO) and gamma-butyrolactone (GBL). In order to do it, it is necessary to further develop
the existing structure of the NpSG due to the mode of action of the substances, the extent of abuse and the associated
health risk of other psychoactive substances.
In order to allow the Commission services to complete their analysis under the relevant provisions of EU law, the German
authorities are kindly invited to reply to the following request for supplementary information:
- Please provide further justification for the notification as an urgent measure, in particular taking into account that as for
nitrous oxide, the issues around the hazard of the substance and related consequences are known for several years and
being discussed with Member States. In Germany, there is evidence, that this topic is being discussed since 2022, which
does not fully qualify in terms of reacting to an unexpected threat, which is one of the mandatory conditions to notify as
an urgency.
- Could you please explain, how the intended measure will ensure that nitrous oxide can still be sold when lawfully placed
on the EU market as an EU-approved food additive, especially as regards the intended overall ban of online trade.

The German authorities are kindly invited to reply as soon as possible in order for the Commission services to examine
the measure and its urgency.
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