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Decree No                        of

on the labelling of furniture products regarding their emissions of volatile pollutants
Reference number: […]
Groups concerned: manufacturers, importers and distributors of furniture products, purchasers of such products.
Purpose: labelling of furniture products regarding their emissions of volatile pollutants.
Entry into force:
· for products placed on the market for the first time from 1 January 2020: 1 January 2020
· for products placed on the market before 1 January 2020: 1 January 2021
Notice: The present decree is issued pursuant to Article L221-10 of the French Environmental Code, establishing the mandatory labelling of furniture products regarding their emissions of volatile pollutants. This decree gives details of the categories of furniture products to be labelled and specifies that such products shall only be placed on the market if they bear a label giving details of the volatile pollutants emitted by the product. The formats of the label, the volatile pollutants concerned and the volatile pollutant emission classes shall be specified by order. The present draft decree makes it compulsory for products to have information on the precautions to be taken due to their emissions of volatile pollutants.
References: The wording of the texts, as amended by this decree, may be consulted on the Légifrance website [http://legifrance.gouv.fr]. 
The Prime Minister,
Following the report of the Minister for the Environment, Energy and Marine Affairs, responsible for International Climate Relations,
Having regard to Directive (EU) 2015/1535 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 September 2015 laying down a procedure for the provision of information in the field of technical regulations and of rules on Information Society services, and Notification No 2017/xxx/F;
Having regard to the French Environmental Code, in particular Article L221-10 thereof;
Having regard to the French Penal Code and in particular Article R610-1 thereof; 
Having regard to the observations made during the public consultation carried out between xx/xx/2017 and xx/xx/2017, pursuant to Article L120-1 of the Environmental Code;
Having heard the Council of State (public works division),
Hereby decrees:
Article 1
A subsection 4 is inserted after section 5(3) of Chapter I, Heading II of the regulatory part of the Environmental Code, with the following wording:
‘Subsection 4
Labelling of furniture products regarding their emissions of volatile pollutants
Article R221-38. – For the purposes of this subsection, the following definitions shall apply:
- ‘Furniture products’: movable property whose main function is to help organise a dwelling, a place of business or public space, providing seating, bedding, storage, resting surfaces or work surfaces;
- ‘Volatile pollutant’: substance liable to have a harmful effect on human health, in gas form in indoor air under normal atmospheric pressure and temperature conditions;
- ‘Making available on the market’: supply of a product for distribution on the market in the context of a commercial activity, whether in return for payment or free of charge.
Article R221-39. – The provisions of Articles R221-40 to R221-42 of the present subsection shall apply to furniture products containing wood-based panels, whether or not they are intended exclusively for indoor use. They shall not apply to furniture manufactured in runs of fewer than ten identical items. They shall not apply to second-hand furniture. 
Article R221-40. – The products mentioned in Article R221-39 shall only be placed on the market if they bear a label giving details of the volatile pollutants emitted by the product. In the context of distance selling, this label shall be added to the description of the product. In all other cases, this label shall be placed on the product or on or close to the packaging thereof such that there can be no doubt as to the product to which the label relates. 
The information on the label shall be easily understandable, written in French and shall include no abbreviations other than those provided for in the regulations or by international agreements. The information may be provided in one or more other languages.
The formats of the label shall be specified by order.
Article R221-41. – The order mentioned in Article R221-40 sets out the list of volatile pollutants to be taken into consideration when characterising the emissions from the product. It defines classes on the basis of the volatile pollutant emission levels of the product, as well as the thresholds corresponding to the definition of the classes for each volatile pollutant. The class to which the furniture product is allocated for the purpose of the labelling mentioned in Article R221-40 shall be the least favourable class of the volatile pollutants classified pursuant to the aforementioned order.
Article R221-42. – The natural or legal person responsible for making the product available on the market shall also be responsible for the information provided on the labels. Said person shall provide the relevant inspectors with a general description of the product, the related methods used and documents supporting the performance declared.
Article R221-43. – Furniture products containing wood-based panels, whether or not they are intended exclusively for indoor use, shall only be placed on the market if they bear a label giving details of the precautions to be taken due to their emissions of volatile pollutants. This information shall be visible and legible, easily understandable, written in French and shall include no abbreviations other than those provided for in the regulations or by international agreements. The information may be provided in one or more other languages. These provisions shall not apply to second-hand furniture.
The content of the information shall be specified by order.
The technical identification sheet, usage instructions or assembly instructions for the product may be used instead of a label if they contain all of the information provided for in the aforementioned order.
Article R221-44. – The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to products lawfully marketed in another Member State of the European Union or signatory to the European Free Trade Association, a contracting party to the Agreement on the European Economic Area or Turkey, thus ensuring a level of information equivalent to that required by this subsection.’
Article 2
I. – The title of paragraph 7 of Chapter VI, Heading II, Book II of the French Environment Code (regulatory part) is amended as follows:
'Paragraph 7
Labelling of furniture products, construction products, wall or floor coverings, and paints and varnishes regarding their emissions of volatile pollutants
II. – Article R226-14 bis is added to paragraph 7 of Chapter VI, Heading II, Book II of the French Environment Code, as follows:
Article R226-14 bis. – Failing to comply with the provisions of Article R221-40 when making products available on the market shall be punishable by the fine applicable to class 5 infringements.’
Article 3
The provisions of this Decree shall apply from 1 January 2020. However, for products that have been placed on the market before 1 January 2020 and are still on the market, these provisions shall apply as of 1 January 2021.
Article 4
The Minister for the Environment, Energy and Marine Affairs, responsible for International Climate Relations, and the Minister for Social Affairs and Health shall be responsible, within the scope of their respective competences, for the implementation of this Decree, which shall be published in the Official Journal of the French Republic.
Done on [date]
By the Prime Minister:
The Minister for the Environment, Energy and Marine Affairs, responsible for International Climate Relations,
Ségolène ROYAL
The Minister for Social Affairs and 
Health,
Marisol TOURAINE
