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Observations from the Commission (article 5, paragraph 2, of Directive (EU) 2015/1535). These observations do not have
the effect of extending the standstill period.

Observaciones - pfipominky - Bemarkninger - Bemerkungen - Markused - Napatnproetc - Comments - Observations -
Osservazioni - Piezimes - Komentarai - Megjegyzések - Kummenti - Opmerkingen - Uwagi - Observacoes - Komentare-
Pripombe - Huomautuksia - Synpunkter - KomeHTapu - Comentarii.

Sin plazo de statu quo - Doba pozastaveni praci se neaplikuje - Ingen status quo frist - Keine Stillhaltefrist - Ooteaeg ei ole
kohaldatav - Agv umdpyet statu quo - Standstill period does not apply - Pas de délai de statu quo - Termine di status quo
non previsto - Bezdarbibas periods netiek piemérots - Atidéjimo periodas netaikomas - A halasztasi id6szak nem
alkalmazandé - Il-perijodu ta’ wagfien ma japplikax - Geen status quo-periode - Okres odroczenia nie ma zastosowania -
Prazo do statu quo ndo previsto - Peridda pozastavenia neplati - Obdobje mirovanja ne velja - Ei status quon maaraaikaa -
Ingen tidfrist for status quo - He ce npunara nepuog Ha NpekbCcBaHe - Perioada de stagnare nu se aplica.
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5. article 5, paragraph 2, of Directive (EU) 2015/1535

6. Within the framework of the notification procedure laid down in Directive (EU) 2015/1535, the Belgian authorities
notified to the Commission on 1 September 2022 the draft ‘Law amending the Law of 17 July 2013 concerning the
minimum nominal volumes of sustainable biofuels that must be contained in the volumes of fossil fuels released annually
for consumption’ (hereinafter, ‘the notified draft’).

According to the notification message, the notified draft aims at phasing out biofuels produced from palm and soybean in
line with the requirements on minimum nominal volumes of sustainable biofuels that must be contained in the volumes
of fuels released annually for consumption.

The examination of the notified draft has prompted the Commission to issue the following comments.

The notified draft is based on Article 26 of Directive 2018/2001. The Commission notes that the third paragraph of Article
26(1) Directive 2018/2001 allows EU Member States to distinguish between different biofuels produced from food and
feed crops including for the purposes of their obligation to ensure that fuel suppliers use a minimum share of renewable
energy in their transport mix, taking into account best available evidence on indirect land-use change impact. At the
same time, Article 26(2) of Directive 2018/2001 prescribes that the share of high ILUC-risk biofuels, shall not exceed the
level of consumption of such fuels in that Member State in 2019, unless they are certified to be low ILUC-risk.

Considering that the aforementioned provisions are currently subject to WTO dispute settlement proceedings (DS593 and
DS600), the Commission reserves its position on the WTO compatibility of Belgium’s proposed draft while remaining
available to discuss it with Belgium.
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The Commission invites the Belgian authorities to take the above comments into consideration.

The Commission furthermore recalls that once the definitive text has been adopted, it has to be communicated to the
Commission in accordance with Article 5(3) of Directive (EU) 2015/1535.
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