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2. Czechia

3A. Ufad pro technickou normalizaci, metrologii a statni zkusebnictvi
Biskupsky dvir 1148/5

110 00 Praha 1

tel: 221 802 216

e-mail: eu9834@unmz.cz

3B. Ministerstvo zemédélstvi
Sekce potravinarstvi

Odbor potravinarsky

Tésnov 65/17

110 00 Praha 1

tel: +420 221 814 629

4. 2024/0698/CZ - C50A - Foodstuffs
5.

6. The Czech Republic has received comments from Italy concerning the notification of the draft Decree on requirements
for starch, legumes, oilseeds and products thereof (2024/0698/CZ) and provides the following observations.

With regard to the comment relating to the definition of opium alkaloid content set out in § 2(2)(b) of the notified draft
Decree:

The Czech Republic thanks for the comment concerning the definition provided for opium alkaloid content. Opium
alkaloid content is defined as the sum of the opium alkaloids morphine and 0.2 times codeine and is based on
Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/915, which states that the maximum levels for the opium alkaloid content in foodstuffs
apply to the sum of morphine and codeine, with a factor of 0.2 applied to the amount of codeine.

We understand that the term ‘opium alkaloids’ may appear redundant in the definition; however, the original and
currently applicable Decree No 329/1997 on starch and starch products, legumes and oilseeds provides for the use of
poppy seeds in foodstuffs, provided that the morphine alkaloid levels are met. The notified draft Decree introduces a
modification by using the term ‘opium alkaloids’.

For these reasons, we are inclined to retain the draft definition as set out in the notified draft Decree. The definition can
be considered compatible with the harmonised legislation and in compliance with the requirements of food law.
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As regards the comment concerning the limit for the content of opium alkaloids set out in § 7(3) of the notified draft
Decree:

The Czech Republic thanks for the comment regarding the limit for opium alkaloid content.

The Czech Republic notes that it is aware that poppy seeds must comply, in terms of their opium alkaloid content, with
the limit set by Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/915 of 25 April 2023 on maximum levels for certain contaminants in
foodstuffs and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006, where they are intended for the final consumer.

The aim of the provisions in the notified draft Decree is to prevent the placing on the Czech market of poppy seeds with
excessive opium alkaloid content that could be processed and used in the food industry. These provisions are important
for the supervisory authorities of the Czech Republic when conducting official controls, as they make it clear that the limit
for opium alkaloids also applies to poppy in the B2B sector for food production, not only to poppy intended for the final
consumer.
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